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September 24, 2017 

“The Revelation of Christ” 
Revelation 1:9-20 

FCF:  Many ways for a mission to fail 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) In order for us to be faithful witnesses, 

(magnet) Christ has given us a “revelation” – from Him and of Him. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
There are many ways for a mission to fail.  Think of the Cassini space program.  Cassini 

was launched in 1997 and in 2004 became the first spacecraft to observe Saturn from orbit.  
From there it dropped off a lander on the surface of one of Saturn’s moons.  Over the course of a 
20-year mission, Cassini took thousands of pictures and gathered a tremendous amount of data.  
Even a week ago Friday, as the mission ended, its final act was to become the first Saturn probe. 

The mission was a great success.  That said, there were so many ways things could have 
gone wrong.  A launch mishap, a system failure, bad telemetry, space debris - so many things 
could go wrong over such a distance.  But NASA labored at each stage to ensure it wouldn’t. 

Followers of Christ have been sent on a mission.  There are many ways to fail here as 
well.  But our Lord desires that we would not.  And He has provided for us accordingly. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Revelation 1:9-20 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 

Let’s be clear of the context here.  The Apostle John was in his 90’s, writing in the late 
1st century from exile on the island of Patmos.  He was writing to seven Christian communities, 
seven churches, in an area we would know today as Turkey.  The calling of these churches was to 
be a counter-culture in their culture.  They were to testify, to be living witnesses of Jesus. 

But they were under assault.  Satan was using a three-fold tactic against them.  First, 
there was systematic violent persecution under the emperor Domitian.  Some were nailed to 
crosses.  Others were impaled, covered with pitch and lit.  Limbs tied and torn by horses.  Eaten 
by beasts.  Holes drilled into skulls and molten lead poured in.  Or perhaps just beheaded. 

So there was the danger of violent persecution.  Then there was the danger of deceptive 
teaching.  That is, heretical notions, half truths muddying what is revealed in the Scriptures.  And 
then there was the danger of ethical compromise, the pull into the moral cesspool around them. 

What did Jesus give them that they would stand firm?  A revelation of Himself.  This is 
more than an historical footnote.  For the reality is that followers of Christ have the same calling 
today.  And Satan is set with the same three-fold tactic against us.  What then do we have? 

The same thing they had.  In order for us to be faithful witnesses, Christ has given us a 
revelation - from Him and of Him.  First, of His glorious person.  Second, of His great promises.   
I. HIS GLORIOUS PERSON 

First, let’s look at this revelation of Christ’s glorious person.  We see this in vv.12-18. 
A) What Was Seen 
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It’s worth noting how we should read and approach these words.  John is attempting to 
describe something that no artist, no camera, no film could ever capture – the exalted Jesus. 
1. Son of Man 
John saw one “like a son of man”.  This harkened back to Daniel’s vision of one who received 
universal and eternal dominion from the Ancient of Days.  It was Jesus’ favorite self-designation. 
2. His clothing 
John also speaks of Jesus’ clothing – the robes of a priest, girded with the sash of a king. 
3. His appearance 
His appearance – hair brilliant white implying divine wisdom.  Flaming eyes meaning a piercing 
vision that sees through all facades.  Feet of bronze symbolizing power and strength to crush any 
foe.  A voice like waterfalls, like the breakers upon that island, overpowering all others.  A face 
like the blazing sun pointing to unimaginable unendurable majesty and glory.  The exalted Jesus.  
B) What Was Heard 

Such is what John saw.  What did he hear?  What words did Jesus speak? 
1. The First and the Last 
(READ Revelation 1:17b) This is Jesus identifying Himself as divine.  “I am the beginning.  All 
things start with me.  I am the context of your days.  And I am the ending.  All things end with 
me.  I am to be your goal, your chief end.  Never confuse me with a means to any other end.” 
2. The Living One 
(READ Revelation 1:17b-18) Jesus has life, gives life, and is life.  “I died to redeem my people.  
And I rose again.  Death has no hold, no power over me.  Or over them.  For they are mine.” 

That we would remain faithful, Christ has given us a revelation of His glorious person.  
Which has a way of reorienting our view of reality.  Life is from, in, and for Him.  All else is 
secondary.  He is not to be understood as an additional thing.  For He is the one essential thing. 
Illustration: 

Those of you with iPads and iPhones know that an iOS update came out this past week.  
It’s meant to bring improvements and upgrades to your existing system.  Which is good.  But 
Jesus is not an update for an existing operating system.  He’s a completely new operating system.   
Application: 

What does this have to do with our being faithful witnesses?  Everything.  For who we 
know Jesus to be shapes what we know our lives are to be about (READ Revelation 1:17b-18a).  
He must then be primary.  When we know that, we will not turn from Him, we will not stop 
testifying to His goodness and greatness when the secondary things of life don’t go our way.   

What are those secondary things?  Sustained health, a fulfilling career, respect from our 
peers, material comfort, marital intimacy, a close-knit family - all good things.  But none are 
guaranteed for the follower of Christ.  What is guaranteed is Him.  We need to know that. 

That we would remain faithful, Christ has given us a revelation of His glorious person. 
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II. HIS GREAT PROMISES 
With that, we also have a revelation of His great promises.  This see this in two ways. 

A) His Presence with Us 
We have the promise of His presence with us – standing with us, walking with us.  

1. Lampstands – image 
Look again at the vision (READ Revelation 1:12-13a).  Lampstands do not create light but hold 
it forth in a dark world.  John goes on to say these lampstands represent the seven churches.   
2. Lampstands – meaning 
And Jesus is said to be standing in their midst.  Meaning that He is ever present.  We are not 
alone, despite how things may appear.  He is with us, always seeing and knowing all about us. 
B) His Protection of Us 

So there is the assurance of His presence.  And then of His protection as well. 
1. Stars – image 
Again, look at the vision (READ Revelation 1:16a, 20).  Literally, these are the “messengers” of 
these churches.  Now we’re not sure if that would mean earthly or heavenly messengers.  There’s 
no unanimous opinion on that.  They may well be the churches themselves.  It’s hard to know. 
2. Stars – meaning 
But here’s the point.  Jesus is said to be holding them in His right hand.  Meaning that they are 
clearly under His protection.  The clear idea being He will preserve them and never let them go. 

That we would remain faithful, Christ has given us a revelation of His great promises.  
And the promises of His presence and protection can make all the difference in the world. 
Illustration: 
 Some of you know that this past week marked the 80th anniversary of the publication of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit.  It’s rightfully subtitled “There and back again” and is the story of 
the shared quest of home-loving Bilbo Baggins and thirteen dwarves longing to recover their 
long-lost treasure from Smaug the dragon there beneath the Lonely Mountain.  It’s a grand tale. 
 Of course, in many ways the success of the quest hinges on the aid of the wizard Gandalf.  
This is why the dwarves feel so discouraged and speak so rudely when Gandalf announces he is 
leaving them just as they are preparing to enter the black forest of Mirkwood (READ quotes): 

“Good-bye!  Be good, take care of yourselves - and DON’T LEAVE THE PATH!” 
Then he galloped away and was soon lost to sight.  “O good-bye and go away!” grunted the dwarves, all 
the more angry because they were really filled with dismay at losing him. 

If you’ve read the story, you know that this is really one of the few sensible things the dwarves 
have done to this point.  Because Gandalf’s presence and protection was critical for them. 
Application: 

And the same is true for us.  Taking heed of Jesus’ promises, taking them to heart, and 
applying them to our lives - do you know what that will do?  It will make you dangerous.  Now 
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by that, I don’t mean you’ll be violent and destructive.  That’s not my point at all.  I mean you’ll 
become radical and transformative.  Why?  You’re free from the shackles and chains of fear. 

You’ll be shameless.  Meaning that in response to accusations – whether from inside your 
head or the lips of others – you’ll be able to say, “Actually, I’m a whole lot worse than you can 
possibly know.  But here’s the thing.  Jesus loves me a whole lot more than you can imagine.” 

So you’re shameless.  And fearless.  You can enter your circles of influence and spheres 
of relationships and live a transparent life.  You can confess your sin to others.  And confront 
others in theirs.  Why?  You’re not living for anyone’s approval but Jesus.  And you have His.  
Pushing further, you can risk.  You can take bold steps, knowing who is with you.  And even say 
bold things.  You’re no longer frozen by worry, anxious and indecisive about what can go wrong.  

That we would remain faithful, Christ has given us a revelation of His great promises. 
CONCLUSION: 

That we would be faithful in our witness to our king and to His kingdom, testifying to the 
good news we bear despite the resistance we face, we need more than a pep talk, more than a 
deep look within, more than any other source of sustaining power that this world has to offer. 

I mentioned the pressures, the assaults, those early Christians underwent.  The historical 
fact is that they endured.  The world took notice of how they faced the persecutions, the heresies, 
the corrupting influences around them.  The world took notice.  And the world was changed.  For 
those early Christians stood fast.  How?  They needed something with roots.  And they had it. 

So do we.  I think back to the remnant of Hurricane Harvey and the storms that came up 
through middle Tennessee one Friday night a few weeks ago.  There was a lot of rain and wind.  
And the sound of a great crash in the woods behind our house.  The next morning, we could see 
that the tree canopy had changed.  It was more open than before.  So I went hiking back there to 
get a better look and found four massive trees laying on their sides - oaks each likely a hundred 
plus years old.  And at the base of each one was a hole.  But with shallow roots.  I can’t tell you 
why that was.  But it’s clear that those shallow roots weren’t enough to hold when the storm hit.  

What can hold us?  The assignment is still the same - to be a living testimony to Jesus 
and the power of the gospel.  And the threefold assault of Satan is still the same.  None of this 
has changed.  What can enable us to stand in the face of persecution, to resist the snare of false 
teaching or the pull of moral compromise?  It has to be more than what we bring to the table.  It 
has to be the One who brought us to the table.  In order for us to be faithful witnesses, in order 
that we might stand and be steadfast, Christ has given us a revelation - from Him and of Him. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) In order for us to be faithful witnesses, 

(magnet) Christ has given us a “revelation” – from Him and of Him.


