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May 21, 2017 

“Looking to Jesus” 
Matthew 12:15-21 

FCF:  Not knowing who we are resisting 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Jesus is the chosen beloved servant of God. 
 (anchor) We must look to Him. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:   
 Last week, I mentioned a case of errant coordinates and a mistaken invasion.  Following 
up on that theme, I came across something else - the Cap Arcona Incident (READ quote): 

On May 3, 1945 (only one day before Germany’s surrender), the German transport ships Cap Arcona, Thielbek, and 
Deutschland came under attack by Typhoon fighter-bombers of the RAF.  All three ships were sunk in the Baltic Sea by 
bombs, rockets and cannon fire.  Unbeknown to the pilots however, was that the ships actually contained concentration 
camp survivors as well as Allied Prisoners of War.  Many of the SS guards on board the ships were rescued by German 
trawlers, but the prisoners were left on board the sinking ships, while other survivors were shot as they swam ashore.  It is 
estimated that almost 10,000 concentration camp survivors were killed in the attack. 

Obviously, this was a terrible thing - especially coming on the day before Germany’s surrender. 
 It’s a terrible thing not knowing who we are resisting.  Grave harm results, often even to 
ourselves.  Which inevitably comes in our resistance to Jesus - like self-inflicted friendly fire.  
Such resistance is a terrible mistake, especially given who He is and His intentions for us. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 12:9-21 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Strong figures bring a strong reaction.  Imagine a charismatic figure, from outside the 
traditional power structures, arriving on the scene with a familiar but revolutionary message.  He 
speaks of an insurgency put down, a kingdom restored, an invitation to join, and His claim to be 
the rightful King.  Well, that’s what you have with Jesus.  And there can be no neutral response. 
 It’s a choice.  We will accept it and submit to Him.  Or we will reject it and resist Him.  
The Pharisees took the second option, rejection and resistance.  They saw Jesus as a threat to 
their traditions, security, and power.  And so they plotted against Him (READ Matthew 12:14).   
 But who were they conspiring against?  Jesus’ response to their conspiracy is revealing, 
telling, illuminating, and encouraging.  Who were they conspiring against?  Matthew’s answer is 
an ancient one - harkening back to Isaiah’s day, 700 years before even these events - showing 
Jesus to be the chosen beloved servant of God.  And ours is not to resist Him but to look to Him. 
 For how is Jesus, this long awaited servant, described?  Three ways.  First, as the answer 
for our hatred.  Second, as the healing for the broken.  And, third, as the hope of the nations. 
I. THE ANSWER FOR OUR HATRED 
 First, we see Jesus as the answer for our hatred.  Which is to say that this is not some  
fanciful message of an ethereal dream but of a message connecting.  Boots are on the ground. 
A) The Familiar Cycle 
 There is a clear and obvious hostility here against Jesus.  How does He respond? 
1. Retaliation 
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We know the familiar cycle.  You hit me and I hit you back.  Harder and between the eyes. 
2. Escalation 
Escalation.  It’s like Jimmy Malone, in The Untouchables (READ quote):  “They pull a knife, 
you pull a gun.  He sends one of yours to the hospital, you send one of his to the morgue.” 
B) The Cycle Broken 
 But Jesus chose to break this familiar cycle (READ Matthew 12:15a, 19). 
1. Jesus’ response 
In fulfillment of Isaiah’s ancient words, Jesus withdraws.  And with such misunderstanding and 
expectation of a political messiah, He orders the recipients of His healing not to spread the news. 
2. Jesus’ disruption 
It’s a pretty disruptive thing to do.  It’s unnatural - not justifying your actions, not getting your 
revenge.  It’s supernatural - a willingness to put the kingdom and wellbeing of others first. 
 All of which is to say that Jesus shows Himself here to be the answer for our hatred. 
Illustration: 
 Miroslav Volf is a Croatian who saw the Balkan violence in the 1990’s (READ quote): 

If God were not angry at injustice and deception and did not make a final end to violence – that God would not be worthy 
of worship…The only means of prohibiting all recourse to violence by ourselves is to insist that violence is legitimate 
only when it comes from God…My thesis that the practice of non-violence requires a belief in divine vengeance will be 
unpopular with many…in the West…[But] it takes the quiet of a suburban home for the birth of the thesis that human 
non-violence [results from the belief in] God’s refusal to judge.  In a sun-scorched land, soaked in the blood of the 
innocent, it will invariably die…[with] other pleasant captivities of the liberal mind. 

What does the gospel have to do with such things?  The pull of vengeance is so strong that the 
only thing that can counter-balance it is the assurance of a God who will make all things right. 
Application: 
 That’s what we see in Jesus’ response - loving His enemies, breaking the cycle.  Coming 
to a head with the cross, that’s how He saves us.  And it’s how He now calls us to serve Him. 
 We are to entrust ourselves and our hurt to His justice.  We are to envision ourselves in 
the perpetrator, the one doing us wrong, and to then show them the same mercy shown to us.  
Yes, this can be complicated.  Yes, there is more to say on this.  But there is certainly not less. 
 The answer to hatred.  Jesus is the chosen beloved servant of God.  We must look to Him. 
II. THE HEALING FOR THE BROKEN 
 The answer to our hatred.  And the healing for the broken.  We see this in His response. 
A) The Metaphors 
 Again, Matthew is drawn to Isaiah and these metaphors (READ Matthew 12:15-17, 20). 
1. The bruised reed 
The reed was used as a measure, a pen, or a flute.  They are fragile, easily broken.  Or bruised. 
2. The smoldering wick 
A smoldering wick implies a candle snuffed out - just smoking, useless without a flame. 
B) His Compassion 
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 Now note the compassion of Jesus in His response to the broken and useless. 
1. Past an agenda 
He sees past an agenda.  This shepherd cannot help himself when it comes to the deep needs of 
His flock.  Which was, in a sense, counter-productive.  For the more He healed, the more the 
word spread about Him, and the greater the resistance from the religious authorities would rise. 
2. The value of persons 
But He sees past an agenda to the value of persons.  Each one made in the image of God, each 
one of great worth, and so they are worth the trouble and the care.  So He stopped to heal. 
 Jesus comes bringing healing for the broken, for those the world would discard. 
Illustration: 
 Which is why His followers, from the earliest days of the church, have stood out.  Giving 
generously to any who had need.  Adopting children left exposed in city dumps.  Caring for the 
sick and dying in the urban plagues, even at the cost of their own lives.  Even as others ran. 
Application: 
 Jesus comes to give healing to the broken.  But there’s something else.  We are all bruised 
reeds and smoldering wicks.  We are all weak, broken, and wounded.  And we need to know that 
(READ Matthew 5:3).  Jesus, in His compassion, will at times take pains to show us our poverty. 
 I mentioned LASIK procedures a few weeks ago.  There’s a parallel here.  In order that 
we might see, Jesus may have to cut.  To rekindle, He may need to extinguish.  To mend, He may 
need to bruise.  That’s hard to hear but vital to know.  But also this.  The One who wounds is a 
wounded Healer.  The bruising is done by One bruised already for us.  And He is always for us. 
 The healing for the broken, the chosen beloved servant of God.  We must look to Him. 
III. THE HOPE OF THE NATIONS 
 Jesus comes as the answer for our hatred and the healing for the broken.  Then we see yet 
one more thing still in His response to this conspiring.  He comes as the hope of the nations. 
A) A Plan Unfolding 
 Clearly, in terms of Israel’s place, there is a plan unfolding (READ Matthew 12:18-21). 
1. Israel’s place 
God’s salvation was not just for one nation.  This was to come through one nation for all nations. 
2. Matthew’s theme 
And this is a theme we see running throughout Matthew’s Gospel.  From the genealogy in the 
first chapter to the great commission in the last chapter.  And it is stressed heavily here.  
B) A Vision Coming 
 There was a plan unfolding.  And a vision coming - a goal, an end, a horizon in view. 
1. Judgment 
Judgment is coming.  All will have to answer for their rejection of the living God and His Son. 
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2. Justice 
But so too is justice.  From to shore to shore, on all there is, all that is wrong will be made right.   
 Jesus has come as the hope for the nations.  And note that is not “a” hope but “the” hope. 
Illustration: 
 Now, I realize how some of you may instinctively respond here.  “You can’t say that.  
That’s exclusive and offensive.  All religions are true, equally valid approaches to God.  You 
need to be more tolerant.”  Well, you’re hearing me right.  Please hear just a little bit more. 
 My friend, what you have just said is a religious view in itself.  It’s known as “pluralism” 
and it is as exclusive as any other view.  Stay with me here.  Imagine going into a bookstore or a 
library and heading to the “religion” section.  You look at the titles.  Some are about Christianity.  
Others are about Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, or Islam.  Or Pluralism.  Each is its own thing.  
And you open them up, one by one, examining the contents.  You read about what each says 
about who God is, what our problem is, and what the solution to that problem is.  And you 
realize, “Each one of these is saying completely different things.”  And the one among them that 
can’t be right and that has to be ruled out is the one that says they’re all saying the same thing.   
Application: 
 Please think about that.  Let me put like this.  All religions, philosophies, and worldviews 
are exclusive.  Fundamentally, each believes that it is right.  They all have that in common.  
 But among them all, there is one that is distinct - Christianity.  For here we see hope not 
in our labors or accomplishments but in another’s on our behalf.  That is the concept of grace. 
 The hope for the nations, the chosen beloved servant of God.  We must look to Him. 
CONCLUSION: 
 But what does it mean to look to Him?  That can sound like very spiritual talk.  It means 
to reckon with who Jesus is, with what He has said and done.  And then to take not a blind leap 
but a thoughtful step, trusting in and relying upon Him for all things in this life and the next.   
 That’s what it means to put your faith in Jesus.  It’s the season for weddings.  No doubt 
no few of us will be attending a few such affairs.  A wedding begins with an engagement.  And 
an engagement begins with a proposal.  When the man asks the woman that great question, does 
he know everything about her?  When the woman says “yes” to that question, does she know 
everything about him?  Of course not.  Each makes an informed decision based on experience, 
evidence, and testimony.  In courtroom language, it’s a verdict beyond a reasonable doubt. 
 That’s faith.  That’s looking to Jesus.  And there’s nothing blind about it.  It’s hardly a 
dismissal of experience, evidence, and testimony.  And that’s what Matthew would have us to 
grapple with here.  Jesus is the chosen beloved servant of God.  He is the answer for our hatred.  
He is the healing for the broken.  And He is the hope of the nations.  We must then look to Him. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Jesus is the chosen beloved servant of God. 
 (anchor) We must look to Him.


