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June 28, 2020 

“Hope for All the Nations” 
Acts 2:1-13 

FCF:  Hope for our seemingly helpless divisions 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) In Christ, God’s salvation flows out to all peoples. 
 (magnet) The church must show this to the world. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 Many have looked to the stars on a clear night and wondered, “What would it take to get 
there?”  That’s not just the stuff of science fiction.  In 1977, NASA launched one of its most 
famous probes, Voyager I.  It has travelled 11 billion miles and has been moving at an average 
speed of 38,000 mph.  It covered the distance between the Earth to the sun in three months.  But, 
even at that speed, it will take 80,000 years to cover the distance between our sun and the nearest 
star.  Clearly, our current technology won’t get us beyond our solar system.  It won’t get us there. 
 My point?  Many are crying out for peace, racial unity and harmony.  Those are worthy 
goals and aspirations.  But our current approaches won’t get us there.  We need something new. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Acts 2:1-13 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 As bad as COVID-19 has been - physically, economically, socially - it could be worse.  
Imagine one of the ancient plagues.  Picture a disease sweeping across continents, decimating 
populations, filling morgues, laying waste to whole societies.  Imagine a scenario where you can 
wake in the morning with symptoms and be dead by nightfall.  Into that grim picture comes news 
of a cure from a remote village.  But this cure is not one option among several.  It is the only one.  
It is the one sole solution for a universal pandemic.  Which creates a cause for that village. 
 There are parallels to this and our societal struggles - the sin of racism, the gospel of 
Jesus, and the calling of the church.  There is one sole solution for this universal pandemic.  That 
is a theme we find throughout the Bible, a theme arising with sharp clarity in our text, the 
account of the Spirit’s coming at Pentecost.  In Christ, God’s salvation flows out to all peoples.  
In Christ, God’s salvation flows out to all peoples.  The church must show this to the world. 
 How can we, as the church, heed and follow such a call?  The answer is simple.  We must 
look back to Pentecost, to this outpouring of the Spirit, and wrestle with three things.  First, the 
context of Pentecost.  Second, the wonder of Pentecost.  And, third, the meaning of Pentecost. 
I. THE CONTEXT OF PENTECOST 
 First, the context of Pentecost - what was happening, who was present, what transpired. 
A) In the Midst of the Festival 
1. The purpose 
All of this took place in the midst of a Jewish festival.  This was the annual Feast of Weeks, the 
Feast of Harvest, a celebration at the end of the grain harvest, held 50 days after the Passover. 
2. The peoples 
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That was its purpose.  Which explains the masses of people present.  Many were visiting the 
Temple for the feast.  But others were Jews from other nations who had moved to Jerusalem. 
B) Waiting as Instructed 
 This all happened in the midst of the festival as a number of Jesus’ disciples waited. 
1. Their need 
Which points to our need.  His disciples have a new mission - to go forth with the gospel in word 
and deed.  So the Spirit would be moving in a new way, more broadly and deeply than before. 
2. Jesus’ words 
So they waited as instructed.  They were under orders (READ Acts 1:4-5).  The prophet Joel had 
foretold an outpouring of the Spirit.  John the Baptist had predicted the Christ would baptize His 
people with the Spirit.  Jesus then recalls this and fulfills it upon His ascension to the Father.  
 The point being that the context of Pentecost points to God’s faithfulness to His promises. 
Application: 
 His faithfulness to His promises.  That faithfulness is unchanged.  He is still enabling and 
equipping us for the tasks He presents, whatever they may be.  We need never wonder about this.   
 The greatness of God’s faithfulness is the antidote to fear.  Why mention that?  Think of 
how fear feeds into the tension, arguments, and anger we can feel in our troubled times.  We’re 
afraid of what we might lose.  We’re afraid of what we might need to learn.  We need not fear. 
 In Christ, God’s salvation flows to all peoples.  The church must show this to the world. 
II. THE WONDER OF PENTECOST 
 That takes us to the wonder of Pentecost (READ Acts 2:1-4).  There were three signs. 
A) Miraculous Sound 
1. The phenomenon 
These were each supernatural.  First, there was a sound of something like a strong violent wind. 
2. The meaning 
What did this signify?  In the Old Testament, wind pointed to the presence of God.  It meant the 
Spirit of God, His very breath, was coming to bring life - for the first time or even to the dead. 
B) Miraculous Sight 
1. The phenomenon 
So there was the wind.  Then there was a fire-like apparition, divided flames upon each person. 
2. The meaning 
Fire also pointed to God’s presence, to His holiness, to His absolute purity and judgment. 
C) Miraculous Speech 
1. Clarity as to what happened 
Then there was this miraculous speech.  This was not the result of intoxication.  It was not a case 
of incoherent talk mistaken for languages.  Nor was it a miracle of hearing.  This was a miracle 
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of speaking.  It was the supernatural ability to speak a recognizable language, words understood 
by the various groups present that day.  Try and imagine you were there, witnessing all this. 
2. The response of the witnesses 
The sound of this wind drew the attention of folks outside.  They came to investigate.  Then they 
heard “the mighty works of God” in their native tongues.  Little wonder they were astonished. 
 The point being that the wonder of Pentecost points to the power of the Lord. 
Application: 
 Why is this important?  Some will say that Sunday stuff doesn’t carry over to Monday, 
that sanctuary talk doesn’t carry over to real life, that it is naive to think that the gospel can make 
a difference in such a cultural climate.  “The racial divides are too great, the issues too complex, 
the wounds too deep.”  I ask you, would those present at Pentecost agree with such cynicism? 
 In Christ, God’s salvation flows to all peoples.  The church must show this to the world. 
III.THE MEANING OF PENTECOST 
 That brings us to the meaning of Pentecost (READ Acts 2:5-13).  It’s a lousy answer to a 
good question.  “What does this mean?”  For that, we have to go back to the tragedy at Babel.  
A) The Scattering of the Nations 
1. The rebellion of the peoples 
This is the scattering of the nations we read of in Genesis 11, the rebellion of the peoples.  There 
we learn of a unified humanity using all its resources to make a city that was the very opposite of 
God’s creative intent.  Babel represents human autonomy, a life lived without reference to God. 
2. The response of God 
And God’s response?  It wasn’t to ignore it but to engage it.  It was for Him to come down and 
put an end to such foolish striving, to confuse their speech and dramatically disperse the peoples. 
B) The Gathering of the Nations 
 Now, here at Pentecost, we see not the scattering of the nations but their gathering. 
1. The reversal of the curse 
It is the reversal of the curse of Babel.  This is clearly the emphasis of our text.  We must not lose 
sight of that in the midst of all the other astonishing things going on here.  Luke wants us to see 
that, with the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, the curse of Babel has begun to unravel.   
2. The sign of the kingdom 
Which is a sign of the coming of the kingdom.  The restored order of God’s kingdom - long since 
foretold by the prophets - has begun to break into the darkness and confusion of this world. 
 The point being that the meaning of Pentecost points to God’s unwavering purposes. 
Application: 
 In Christ, the lost community of this world can be recovered.  That is a key component of 
God’s vision.  That is a significant part of the Lord’s agenda.  Here’s the question.  Is it ours? 
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 There is much talk about rightful peaceful protests being hijacked by violent riots.  And 
we must stand up and speak against that.  But we also need to ask in what ways our own agendas 
may be hijacking the Lord’s.  Surely we can be humble enough to reckon with that possibility.  
My friends, to the degree that we put our rights, our culture, our heritage, our nation at the top of 
our concerns in such times, we have slipped into idolatry and are hijacking the Lord’s agenda. 
 Pentecost is a visible demonstration of the unraveling of the curse, the breaking in of the 
kingdom of God, the recovery of this lost community.  For that, Christ’s followers must gladly 
labor.  For that we must dedicate our prayers, our efforts, and our sacrifice.  For that, we must be 
willing to weep, mourn, and lament where our Lord’s vision and agenda is not being realized. 
 In Christ, God’s salvation flows to all peoples.  The church must show this to the world. 
CONCLUSION: 
 That said, we need to wrestle with whether such unity is possible.  Indulge me with this 
lesser-to-greater argument.  Stephen Ambrose in his book, Comrades, writes of a relationship 
between three WWII veterans.  They had a great deal in common – each veterans of D-Day.  Yet 
there was a great deal that set them apart.  John Howard had been with the British forces, Dick 
Winters with the Americans, and Hans von Luck with the Germans.  There was a time when 
Howard and Winters would have killed von Luck if given a chance – and vice versa.  Each lost 
friends at the hands of the other.  But these men had an admiration and respect for one another 
that defies understanding.  Ambrose relays an incident that bears this out (READ Comrades):

Each year they would put on their show (relaying stories and insights) for my WWII class…One time a student, shaking with 
indignation, demanded to know how Hans could have fought for Hitler.  When Hans protested that he had been a regular army 
officer since 1927, and never a Nazi or SS, the student began reciting the crimes of the German army.  He pointed his finger at 
Hans, nearly shouting, saying Hans must have known about this or that atrocity, almost hinting that Hans must have been 
involved…John Howard stepped in.  He spoke directly to the student, telling him he had no idea what he was talking about, that 
Hans was an honorable man and it was absurd to accuse him of criminal activity.  He said those of us lucky enough to live in the 
democracies do not have the right to cast stones at those who were unlucky enough to be caught in a Nazi nation.  Dick Winters 
was there.  He, too, spoke up in Hans’s defense and lectured the student on what he didn’t know about the war…What a scene this 
is, here were two of the best company commanders in the Allied force, with elite companies, one British gliderborne and the other 
American airborne, rising to defend the good name of a high-ranking German officer in front of an audience of American students.

I’ve thought a lot about that story.  It stirs something in my heart.  Think with me.  Ambrose says 
nothing about these men and any faith commitment.  And it strikes me that if such community 
and friendship could exist between such men with such a past, how much more so with God’s 
people - no matter what racial and cultural differences set us apart?  Do you see the logic here? 
 How much more should such bonds hold between people who embrace the gospel - the 
story of our common humanity, our common depravity, our reliance upon the same Savior, our 
charge to heed the same commandments and commission, our receiving of the same Spirit?  Oh, 
friends, we are bound by things so much deeper than skin or culture.  As we embrace that and 
live out of that, it will change us.  It will change us and draw the world’s attention to Jesus.  It 
will draw attention to Him as the One who is our one real hope of true and lasting unity. 
 In Christ, God’s salvation flows to all peoples.  The church must show this to the world. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) In Christ, God’s salvation flows out to all peoples. 
 (magnet) The church must show this to the world.


