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July 5, 2020 

“We Would Do Well to Listen” 
Acts 11:1-18 

FCF:  Our slowness to hear the Lord 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The Lord is determined to communicate His purpose to us. 
 (anchor) We would do well to listen. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 In the book of James, we read of the need to be quick to listen and slow to speak.  Sadly, 
we too often get that reversed.  We are prone towards quick assumptions and giving our hasty 
opinions instead of taking the time to ask questions, consider answers, and engage real persons.  
Which comes out not just in social media but our personal interactions.  Which bleeds into topics 
tied to the coronavirus, politics, and racial injustice.  Which is sad.  It ought not to be this way. 
 It ought not to be this way, especially in the church.  The Lord’s people should be known 
as being quick to listen and slow to speak - both with one another and with the Lord Himself. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Acts 11:1-18 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Some messages have a hard time getting through.  Perhaps you’ve heard this (READ): 

A man is convinced he is dead.  His wife and kids are exasperated.  They keep telling him he's not dead. 
But he continues to insist he's dead.  They try telling him, "Look, you're not dead; you're walking and 
talking and breathing; how can you be dead?"  But he continues to insist he is dead. 
The family finally takes him to a doctor.  The doctor pulls out some medical books to demonstrate to the 
man that dead men do not bleed.  After some time, the man admits that dead men do not bleed. 
The doctor then takes the man's hand and a needle and pokes the end of his finger.  The man starts bleeding.  
He looks at his finger and says, "What do you know?  DEAD MEN DO BLEED!" 

It’s a humorous story but rather sobering.  For it serves as a warning to us of the deafening effect 
our assumptions have upon our ability to hear the Lord’s voice speaking to us through the Bible. 
 His voice to us makes clear His purposes for us - to be salt and light in this world, to be a 
city on a hill, to be a FOB (forward operating base) in a hostile land.  Put another way, we are to 
be a living signpost of the kingdom of God, a kingdom that has come and is coming.  Part of 
which surely means being a multi-colored, multi-cultural community bound by a common faith, 
hope, and love.  That is surely part of our revealed purpose.  And part of what we see in our text 
is that the Lord is determined to communicate His purpose to us.  We would do well to listen. 
 You ask, “How do we see the Lord’s determination to communicate His purpose to us?”  
In two ways.  First, in the clarity of His plans.  And, second, in the stubbornness of our hearts. 
I. THE CLARITY OF GOD’S PLANS 
 First, we His determination in the clarity with which He conveys His plans.  The idea 
simply being, “You can’t miss this.”  Our text in Acts 11 is a summary of the events of Acts 10.  
A) The Vision Granted 
1. What he saw 
In vv.4-10, Peter relays what he saw in this vision granted to him - a great sheet coming down 
from heaven with all sorts of animals on it, both clean and unclean according to Jewish law. 
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2. What he heard 
And then the words, “Kill and eat.”  Which made no sense to him.  All this happened three times. 
B) The Command Given 
1. Who had arrived 
So a vision is granted.  In vv.11-12, a command is given.  Peter is to go with these men from 
Caesarea who’d come to fetch him - to go without hesitation even though they were Gentiles. 
2. Who would then go 
And with him went six other men who would serve as witnesses to what was about to happen. 
C) The Preparations Made 
1. Working at both ends 
Upon his arrival, Peter notes the preparations that have been made.  The Lord has been working 
this from both ends.  Peter is not the only one who has seen a vision.  Cornelius has as well. 
2. A deliberate arranging 
It was a deliberate arranging, not only for them to meet but to be mutually changed by the Lord. 
D) The Spirit’s Outpouring 
1. The Gentile Pentecost 
Then came the Spirit’s outpouring.  Peter cannot help but notice the similarity between what took 
place there and what had happened in Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 2.  It’s the Gentile Pentecost. 
2. The obvious conclusion 
The obvious conclusion being that, if God has so welcomed these Gentiles, it’s absolutely 
imperative that His church do the same.  And Peter says as much (READ Acts 10:47; 11:17). 
 So what do we see?  The conversion of Cornelius points to the clarity of God’s plans. 
Application: 
 It’s often said, “Jesus saves.”  The question then comes, “From what?”  From all of sin’s 
effects.  Which brings personal forgiveness.  But we must not stop there.  He also brings cosmic 
renewal (READ Colossians 1:18-20).  So Jesus brings salvation from disease, emptiness, broken 
relationships, poverty, injustice, and racism.  His salvation reaches as far as the curse is found. 
 Which means that, in our considerations and conversations on racial injustice, there is no 
reason to wonder if this is a gospel issue - not if we understand the gospel.  How can it not be? 
 The Lord is determined to communicate His purpose to us.  We would do well to listen. 
II. THE STUBBORNNESS OF OUR HEARTS 
 We also see His determination in the way He addresses the stubbornness of our hearts. 
A) The Lord’s Intentionality 
1. The angel’s words to Cornelius 
Peter is slow to understand.  And the Lord is quite intentional in working with him.  Did you 
notice the angel’s words to Cornelius?  The angel does not come with the news about Jesus. 
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2. The depth of Peter’s need 
No, he comes with orders to send for Peter.  Why?  Because the Lord had plans for both men. 
B) Peter’s Experience 
 This idea of this message going to all peoples was not easy for Peter to grasp. 
1. What Peter knew 
He struggled with it.  Consider what Peter knew.  Jewish culture taught him there was this great 
impassable gulf between Jew and Gentile - favoritism, prejudice, deep-seated racial intolerance. 
And yet the prophets and then Jesus spoke of all the nations being drawn into this kingdom. 
2. How Peter responded 
Peter struggled with this.  And you see it in his response to the vision.  “By no means, Lord.” 
3. How Peter failed 
And even after this is made so clear to him in Caesarea, the apostle Paul relays this event that 
took place just a few years later in Antioch (READ Galatians 2:11-14).  Peter caved.  He caved. 
 Peter’s experience, his struggle, points to the stubbornness of our hearts in these things. 
Illustration: 
 John Newton, the 18th century English pastor and author of “Amazing Grace,” was once 
a slave trader.  Shocking as this may sound, Newton did not abandon the slave trade immediately 
upon his conversion.  “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” was written while at anchor, 
awaiting the next cargo of captured Africans.  Which had an impact upon him (READ quote): 

I have been thirty years forming my own views; and, in the course of this time, some of my hills have sunk, 
and some of my valleys have risen:  but, how unreasonable within me to expect all this should take place in 
another person; and that, in the course of a year or two. 

His story allowed him to be patient with others.  Note an image Newton gives (READ quote): 
A company of travelers fall into a pit:  one of them gets a passenger to draw him out.  Now he should not be 
angry with the rest for falling in; nor because they are not yet out, as he is.  He did not pull himself out:  
instead, therefore, of reproaching them, he should show them pity…A man truly illuminated, will no more 
despise others, than Bartimaeus, after his own eyes were opened, would take a stick, and beat every blind 
man he met. 

Application: 
 The Lord is patient with the stubbornness of the hearts of His people.  Which should tell 
us at least two things.  First, we should be patient with others as they struggle to get things right.  
Issues of racial injustice and reconciliation are often tough to process.   We need to be willing to 
do the hard work of taking the time to ask questions, consider answers, and engage real persons. 
 We need to be patient.  And we need to be humble.  We need to patient with others as 
they struggle to get things right and humble enough to admit we may be wrong - willing to apply 
to ourselves our words about human depravity, willing to admit we have room to grow, that we 
could be like John Newton as he was composing hymns and trading slaves at the same time. 
 The Lord is determined to communicate His purpose to us.  We would do well to listen. 
CONCLUSION: 
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 Sonic warfare.  It was in the news a few years ago after U.S. officials concluded that 
American diplomats in Cuba were exposed - possibly deliberately - to harmful, high-frequency 
sounds that caused hearing loss, headaches, and nausea.  Sonic tactics take other forms.  During 
the German siege of Stalingrad in 1942, Soviet troops played Argentine tangos to keep the 
Germans awake at night.  During the U.S. invasion of Panama in 1989, U.S. troops blasted rock 
music until Manuel Noriega finally surrendered.  In 2014, Russian agents broadcast propaganda 
at Ukrainian troops just across the Russian-Ukranian border.  But the Ukrainians fired back with 
their own broadcasts of music by Cher.  The idea in all this messaging is to cause disruption. 
 The Lord’s messaging to us is meant to disrupt as well.  Not to harm but to heal.  Not to 
enslave but to free.  The gospel has a personal impact.  Absolutely.  But it has a broader impact 
as well.  And we are to be heralds of this message from our King - not only in word but in deed. 
 The Lord is determined to communicate His purpose to us.  We would do well to listen. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The Lord is determined to communicate His purpose to us. 
 (anchor) We would do well to listen.


