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April 8, 2018 

“Holding to the Truth” 
John 18:28-19:16 

FCF:  The longing to know God 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God has made clear the truth of Himself. 
 (magnet) We need to hold to that. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 There’s a trend worth noting among millennials these days - folks coming to adulthood in 
the early 21st century.  Scores are leaving traditional religion behind for witchcraft and astrology.  
Psychic services is a $2 billion industry.  More than half of young adults believe astrology is a 
science.  The first thing asked in conversation is not “What do you do?” but “What’s your sign?”   
 You may wonder what’s behind this.  It’s not just youthful rebellion but the scandals and 
hypocrisy of the church and the perceived irrelevancy of the message.  But, as spiritual beings, 
there is still a hunger and thirst, a longing to know God.  And so we see these different outlets. 
 For a couple of weeks here on the other side of Easter, we’re going to revisit those events.  
This morning, we’re going to look at Pontius Pilate and our longing to know the living God. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 18:28-19:16 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Perhaps you saw the story a few weeks ago - “Legendary Lost Civil War Gold May Have 
Been Found in PA”.  A wagon from the Union Army is said to have lost a huge cache of gold 
bars while in route from Wheeling, WV to the Philadelphia US Mint in 1863.   Now, more than 
150 years later, the FBI is overseeing a dig in a PA state forest where the loot might be buried.   
 Of course, this begs some questions.  Certainly, “Is it true?”  But also, “How would this 
have happened?  Were there not enough guards at the time?  And what of the witnesses?  How 
could it be lost for so long?”  After all, aren’t treasures to be treasured, to be kept safe and held? 
 Our text points us towards another type of treasure and the need of keeping and holding.  
It cannot be counted but can be known.  It is cannot be touched but can be embraced.  And, given 
the darkness and confusion of our age, the yearning and waywardness of our hearts, we should 
receive and hold this treasure as the greatest of all.  Among other things, the trial of Jesus before 
Pilate shows us that God has made clear the truth of Himself.  And we need to hold to that.    
 We need to hold to that.  Our text presents this and makes it clear in three ways.  First, the 
revelation of truth.  Second, the rejection of truth.  And then, third, the restoration of truth. 
I. THE REVELATION OF TRUTH 
 First, the revelation of truth - just what it is that we are to keep and to hold.   
A) The Incarnation 
 John often means something very specific in his Gospel when he uses the word “truth”. 
1. Not as a statement 
For John, truth is not just a statement.  It’s something beyond a proposition, a formula, an axiom. 
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2. But in an appearing 
Truth is an appearing (READ John 1:14).  The idea here is that of the incarnation.  Jesus is God 
in the flesh.  It is, as C. S. Lewis said, the grand miracle.  Jesus shows us God as He really is. 
B) The Implications 
 This incarnation then, as it would have to, has implications.  Certain things flow from it. 
1. Flourishing in following 
For starters, there is a flourishing in our following Him (READ John 8:31-32).  Jesus is saying 
something specific.  Our abiding in Him, trusting and obeying Him, leads to knowing Him, a true 
relationship with Him - what we were made for.  Which brings freedom, a life of flourishing. 
2. Necessity of choosing 
A flourishing in following Him.  If Jesus is who He says He is, that stands to reason.  As does 
this - the necessity of choosing Him (READ John 14:6).  Again, if Jesus is who He says He is, 
our only hope is in Him.  It has to be.  And it can’t be anywhere else.  Hence, the need to choose. 
 This is what John means when he says Jesus is the revelation of truth.  A profound thing. 
Illustration: 
 Some of you remember the TV series “Lost in Space”.  It’s getting a reboot on Netflix.  
The premise is the same.  It’s still “Space Family Robinson” - their ship knocked off course, 
searching for a place to live and land.  Imagine you’re one of the crew - examining surveys and 
charts.  You see many options.  But only one supports life.  And that’s where you need to land. 
Application: 
 How does that land on you?  Some hear such claims and respond in rage.  Others with 
relief.  Still others are pulled but puzzled.  What about you?  Don’t dismiss it.  Give it a hearing. 
 In Christ, God has made clear the truth of Himself.  We need to hold to that. 
II. THE REJECTION OF TRUTH 
 The revelation of truth is the deep background to this exchange between Jesus and Pilate.  
Which takes us to the rejection of truth, the spurning of where it is found and its importance. 
A) The Background 
 But first, some more background.  That is, what we know of this man, Pontius Pilate. 
1. The sources 
Outside the NT Gospels, we have references to him by ancient authors, both Jewish and Roman.  
Besides that, archeologists have discovered an inscription with his name and specific title. 
2. His career 
Pulling all that together, we know Pilate was governor of Judea from 26-36 A.D.  It was a long 
but tumultuous tenure.  There was controversy about the financing of an aqueduct project that led 
to a riot.  There was his refusal to remove the standards of his soldiers that bore pagan images.  
That led to a riot.  Eventually, he was called back to Rome for atrocities against the Samaritans.  
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But this is really important.  He owed his position to Aelius Sejanus, a Roman consul who in 31 
A.D. was executed for plotting to overthrow the emperor Tiberius.  Tiberius then ruled Sejanus’ 
anti-Jewish policies be reversed.  It is now 33 A.D.  Do you see?  Pilate has to be careful. 
B) The Trial 
 All of that forms the historical backdrop for this exchange and the outcome of the trial. 
1. The verdict 
How does Pilate arrive at this verdict?  From the start, his concern is whether Jesus is a threat to 
Rome.  Clearly, He is not.  But because of the mob, Pilate takes the route of practical expediency.  
After all, surely the death of an innocent man would be worth avoiding the bloodbath of a riot. 
2. The question 
But, peeling back all the layers, what’s the real reason for this verdict?  (READ John 18:37-38a) 
“The claims of truth are impractical.  Concerns about objective reality are irrelevant.” Which 
means Pilate has no way to rule on what is just because he does not care about truth.    
 Pilate had no compass, no mooring.  It’s the tragic result of the rejection of truth. 
Application: 
 Our answer to that question, “What is truth?” makes all the difference in the world.  To 
see Jesus as the truth will mean that we will not collapse under pressure.  We will not bend in the 
storms.  We will not shave or parse the facts for our convenience, whatever that may cost. 
 Why?  Because we have come to see that truth is not dependent on our preferences but is 
found in the person of Jesus.  He is forever the one true abiding revelation of the living God. 
 In Christ, God has made clear the truth of Himself.  And we need to hold to that. 
III. THE RESTORATION OF TRUTH 
 Which brings us to the third point - the restoration of truth.  What do we do when we’ve 
spurned Jesus, rejected the truth?  And how can we guard ourselves from doing that?  
A) The Real Problem 
 It begins with recognizing the real problem - not the ugly fruit but its deeper root. 
1. Ugly fruit 
The ugly fruit being the behavior, the stuff on the outside we can see.  Many have said Pilate was 
governed by political ambition.  That’s why he was so antagonistic and willing to cut corners. 
2. Deeper root 
Let’s assume that’s what was going on.  What was driving that ambition?  There are several 
possibilities there - a desire for control, a love of power, a life of ease, the approval of others. 
 That gets to the problem - the ugly fruit and its deeper root.  But how do we get free? 
Illustration: 
 Let’s go back to the “Lost in Space” image.  Imagine the heart as orbiting something in 
space.  Pilate’s heart was in orbit around a particular planet, really a dead moon.  How can that 
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be dislodged?  How can we be moved into a better orbit, around a place of life?  Running with 
this analogy, we’d have to say it would be something else with a stronger gravitational pull. 
B) The Real Solution 
 Which takes us to the deeper solution.  Jesus has to become that stronger pull.  The orbit 
has to shift from one thing to Him and that only comes by seeing Him for who He really is. 
1. Immediate level 
And we get such glimpses in this text.  Do you see Jesus’ calm, His control over the situation and 
even Himself?  Did you notice His concern not for Himself but for Pilate?  It’s a shocking thing. 
2. Deeper level 
But there’s more.  And it comes out in the words just before Pilate’s terrible question (READ 
John 18:37).  What is His origin?  He was not just born but came into this world.  What is His 
identity?  He is the King.  What is His mission?  To give Himself for us, the just for the unjust.    
 As we put roots into this soil, it brings new fruit.  Put another way, we’re in a new orbit. 
Application: 
 This is what Thomas Chalmers, the 19th century Scottish pastor, meant when he said so 
many years ago (READ quote), “But what cannot be destroyed may be dispossessed…The only 
way to dispossess (the heart) of an old affection is by the expulsive power of a new one.”  
 Or, put more poetically, it’s what Anne Steel meant in her hymn (READ quote): 

Thou lovely Source of true delight,  Whom I unseen adore!  
Unveil thy beauties to my sight, That I may love thee more. 

 In Christ, God has made clear the truth of Himself.  And we need to hold to that. 
CONCLUSION:   
 And that need must be emphasized.  Why?  Because of the temptation to let go of the 
truth.  Listen, you may be intellectually persuaded by every bit of this.  You may see the reality 
of a Creator, that we owe Him our lives, love, and loyalty.  You may know we all fall desperately 
short of that, the wreckage it brings, our inability of fix it, and our need for a Savior.  You may 
get all that.  Intellectually, you may be convinced.  But, personally, you may be wavering. 
 We need to hold to the truth of what God has made clear.  We need to be wary of the 
trendy cafeteria-style approach to spiritual things.  Think with me.  What fills your plate as you 
go through the cafeteria line?  A reflection of your preferences.  Not a lot of greens or liver.  A lot 
of carbs and desserts.  What does that lead to?  An imbalanced diet and compromised health.  
 My friends, with the living God, we cannot just stroll into a cafeteria line.  We have been 
given an invitation to have a seat at His table.  And, as we pull up our chairs, it is ours to then 
take and eat whatever this Master Chef puts before us, knowing He knows well what we need. 
 In Christ, God has made clear the truth of Himself.  And we need to hold to that. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God has made clear the truth of Himself. 
 (magnet) We need to hold to that.


