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May 24, 2020 

“Lodge Your Complaint” 
Psalm 10 

FCF:  Troubled by injustice 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The LORD knows our struggle with injustice. 
 (magnet) And He calls us to come with our complaint. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 “Justice” is giving people their due.  Yes, it involves restraining and punishing evildoers.  
But it also means giving people what we owe them as beings made in God’s image.  And we are 
made to do it.  We are made in the image of a God who loves justice.  Which means we are hard-
wired to long for it and to ache where we see injustice.  Think on a societal level - the shooting 
of Ahmaud Arbery or the way some Native American reservations have been hit so hard by the 
coronavirus because of limited access to healthcare services.  Or on an individual level - unfair 
tales told of you or the denial of a job promised to you.  These things stir within and sting deeply. 
 Where do we turn in the face of injustice?  What do we do?  The Bible speaks to this. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Psalm 10 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 What is the Christian response to injustice?  Here are three, each equally important.  The 
first is to take heart.  The Lord will, one day, right all wrongs, straighten what is bent, and wash 
this whole world of all of its filth.  The kingdom is coming.  That’s good news.  So take heart. 
 The second thing is for us to get to work.  We take heart for we know the Lord’s heart for 
justice.  And He calls us to follow Him.  His agenda and priorities become our own.  The gospel 
of the kingdom emboldens our response and presses us to get engaged.  So we get to work.   
 The third thing is to pray.  That is the focus of our text this morning.  We are to take heart, 
get to work, and get on our knees.  We are to pray for justice.  But how?  We lament.  We bring 
our protest, file our grievance, and lodge our complaint.  Does that surprise you?  That’s the 
message of Psalm 10.  It’s right here.  It’s what we are invited and encouraged to do.  The LORD 
knows our struggle with injustice.  And He calls us to come to Him with our complaint. 
 The LORD calls us to come to Him with our complaint.  What does that look like?  Four 
things.  First, we ask our questions.  Second, we express our concerns.  Third, we make our 
appeal.  Fourth, we then rest assured.  That’s how we come to the LORD with our complaint. 
I. ASK YOUR QUESTIONS 
 First, lodging our complaint begins with asking our questions (READ Psalm 10:1). 
A) Questions in General 
1. Completely natural 
Such questions are completely natural.  Knowing what we know of God and seeing what we see 
in life - that will produce questions.  If the truth be told, the longer we live, the more we’ll have. 
2. Reflected in the Psalms 



Page  of 2 5

We see such questions twice in this psalm (vv.1 and 13) and all through the psalter.  I did a 
search this past week and found ten instances of direct “Why?” questions put to the LORD. 
B) Specifically Here 
1. Why are you so distant? 
So the questions will come.  Specifically in v.1, we see two.  “O LORD, you are our deliverer 
and defender.  You pledged yourself as the covenant God of Israel.  Why are you so distant?”   
2. Why are you so disinterested? 
And “Why are you so disinterested?  It seems as though you have withdrawn from us and are 
ignoring our plight.  Why are you so distant?  And why are you so disinterested?  LORD, why?” 
 Our complaint to the LORD begins with our questions to Him. 
Application: 
 The Psalms are the songbook and prayer manual for God’s people given by God Himself. 
So we are not just given permission to speak in these ways.  We are encouraged to do so.  Does 
that make you nervous?  Are you afraid He can’t handle your cross-examination?  Be serious. 
 The LORD knows our struggle with injustice.  He calls us to come with our complaint. 
II. EXPRESS YOUR CONCERNS 
 So we begin with asking our questions.  And then we express our concerns.  We see this 
in vv.2-11.  The psalmist is appalled by what he sees on the vertical and horizontal planes. 
A) Godward Insult 
1. Practical atheism 
Vertically, he is appalled by Godward insult (READ Psalm 10:4).  This is what we could call a 
practical atheism - not an outright denial of God’s existence but a denial of His involvement. 
2. Presumptuous thinking 
This practical atheism flowed over into presumptuous thinking (READ Psalm 10:11).  An utter 
disregard for God, mistaking His patience for blindness.  But the arrogant pride at the vertical 
level expresses itself at the horizontal.  The Godward insult overflows into manward injury. 
B) Manward Injury 
1. Worshiping his desires 
(READ Psalm 10:3a) This “boasting” involves the focus of the heart’s praise and admiration, its 
compass.  It has to do with worship.  The wicked worships his desires.  He lives for his wants. 
2. Preying upon others 
He lives for his wants and preys upon others (READ Psalm 10:8-10).  So you see the dynamic in 
play here.  He worships his desires, preys upon others, and cares nothing for the consequences. 
 So part of the complaint we bring before God involves expressing our concerns, taking 
the Godward insults and manward injuries in prayer to Him.  And getting specific about them. 
Application: 
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 It’s good to get specific.  The psalmist shows the wisdom in moving past generalities and 
actually naming things, bringing each concern to the Lord in prayer.  Our prayer is sharpened.  
The effect of this is that those things no longer rule us.  And the bitterness begins to lift.    
 The LORD knows our struggle with injustice.  He calls us to come with our complaint. 
III. MAKE YOUR APPEAL 
 We ask our questions, express our concerns, and make our appeal.  This is vv.12-15. 
A) Be Bold 
1. What is said 
And, clearly, we are to be bold in our appeal (READ Psalm 10:15, 12).  “O LORD, I know that 
you see.  I know that you hear.  O God of justice, please act.  Bring this madness to an end!” 
2. What is implied 
And you note what is implied.  “I know the wicked are not stronger or beyond your reach.  I 
know that you are not distant or disinterested in our plight.  But, O God, it surely feels like it.” 
B) Be Clear 
1. The claims of the wicked 
The psalmist shows us we can be bold in our complaint.  And clear.  He recites the claims of the 
wicked.  “All is well.  God has forgotten.  There will be no reckoning.  No trouble will come.” 
2. The cry of the psalmist 
And in response to such claims comes the cry of the psalmist.  “O God, show forth your strength.  
Let us see your justice.  Break their power.  And bring upon their heads nothing but trouble.” 
 This is part of lodging the complaint, making a bold and clear appeal to the Lord. 
Application: 
 This is the faith of the lament.  “This is what I know to be true of you, O God.  But this is 
what I see.”  Is that whining?  No.  This is the prayer of the godly man or woman concerned for 
both God’s glory in this broken fallen world and then the good of those who stand in harm’s way. 
 The LORD knows our struggle with injustice.  He calls us to come with our complaint. 
IV. REST ASSURED 
 So the questions have been asked.  The concerns expressed.  The appeal made.  And now 
a pause as the psalmist is able to release this and then rest assured (READ Psalm 10:16-18).  
What are we able to rest in at this point?  Two things - the reign and the heart of the King. 
A) The Reign of the King 
1. Deeper realities 
First, the reign of the king.  There are deeper realities in all this - the weakness of God’s enemies.    
They are but of the earth.  And the boundless nature of His rule.  He is King forever and ever. 
2. Despite appearances 
Despite how things may appear, despite how we may feel, the Lord does hear.  And He will act. 



Page  of 4 5

 Which takes us from the reign of the King to His heart.  And here, as we look back upon 
the flow of events, we begin to consider some things we can know that the psalmist could not. 
B) The Heart of the King 
1. For the helpless 
The extent of the King’s heart for the helpless which we see as He became helpless Himself.  
God became man.  He took on flesh.  He did not stay far off but fully entered into this world. 
2. For justice 
And, in doing so, He showed His heart for the helpless.  And, not only that, but His heart for 
justice as well.  He showed the extent of His love and the great lengths to which He would go to 
make things right, to make us right with Him, taking all our acts of injustice upon Himself. 
 All of which is to say that, as we lodge our complaint, we can step away and rest assured 
that we have been heard.  We have been heard and the Lord will most surely act in His time.  
Illustration: 
 That’s one of the critical distinctives of the gospel message.  The Lord will surely bring 
His justice.  And that is truly good news (READ “God’s Justice Is Praiseworthy and Necessary”): 

President Mobutu reigned as the dictator and President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo from 1965 to 1997.  
But after global political changes, Mobutu was forced out of power and the country collapsed and descended into 
conflict and chaos.  British pastor Mark Meynell tells the story of his good friend Emma, who witnessed many 
atrocities committed against his friends and family members.  He and his wife and three daughters fled east on foot.  
Weeks later they arrived in Uganda as refugees, with nothing.  After a few months of a miserable existence, he walked 
past a local seminary and sensed that the Lord was calling him to ministry.  The family had been living in one room, 
without water or electricity, and enough to pay for one meal every two days. 
Meynell said that one evening they met in the seminary's tiny library and started talking.  As Emma opened his heart 
and shared the story of the violence and injustice he had witnessed, he started to openly weep, despite the fact that 
African men never cry in public.  Then Emma said these sobering words, "You know Mark, I could never believe the 
gospel if it were not for the judgment of God.  Because I will never get justice in this world.  But I couldn't cope if I 
was NEVER going to see justice done." 
Meynell commented, "We in the West often recoil from God's justice for a very simple reason:  We've hardly had to 
suffer injustice.  But most people around the globe recognize that God's justice is praiseworthy and great.  Of course his 
mercy and redemption are even greater, but we need his perfect justice as well." 

Application: 
 Even as we ache for justice and work for it, we are freed from taking things into our 
hands.  So we pray and lament.  We lodge our complaint.  And we can do all that resting assured. 
 The LORD knows our struggle with injustice.  He calls us to come with our complaint. 
CONCLUSION: 
 Think of hikers on the Appalachian Trail.  Every summer, you can find them on the trek 
from Georgia to Maine - a scruffy bunch determined to hike the entire AT.  For many, the roughly 
2,189-mile trip is the culmination of a dream.  Others aren’t sure why they’re doing it.  But most 
all of them know they couldn’t manage the hike without the support of people they encounter 
along the way.  That group is known as Trail Angels - local families living near the trail who fill 
coolers with refreshments and leave them out for hikers.  Those supplies can be absolutely vital. 
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 Bring that over to our text.  The Lord calls us to follow Him.  He knows the struggle we 
will have with the injustice we see.  He knows for He is the One who is removing our hearts of 
stone and replacing them with hearts of flesh, enabling us to see with His eyes.  He is the One 
cultivating a holy discontentment within us.  He is much aware of the struggle we have.  And so, 
as the ultimate Trail Angel, He gladly provides and equips us.  How?  In giving us the means for 
us to express our pained hearts in prayer and to join with Him in His work of bringing justice. 
 The LORD knows our struggle with injustice.  He calls us to come with our complaint. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The LORD knows our struggle with injustice. 
 (magnet) And He calls us to come with our complaint.


