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October 15, 2017 

“The Gospel Story” 
Acts 13:13-43 

FCF:  Unable to see the plot of the story > to make sense of its parts 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The Lord has revealed to us the gospel story. 
 (magnet) This informs and transforms our witness. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 We all have our preferences when it comes to vacations.  Our family likes quiet and a low 
level of activity.  That often means puzzles are brought out.  Of course, if you’re in a rental 
house, that can mean you reach the end only to discover there are some missing pieces.  Which 
can be somewhat frustrating.  But it could be far worse.  Imagine not having the box top with the 
completed picture.  You have no idea how the pieces fit.  Which is not just frustrating but futile. 
 An inability to see the whole picture and then an inability to make sense of the parts is a 
sobering image.  For it describes life too well for too many.  And it doesn’t have to be that way. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Acts 13:13-43 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 This month marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  It’s worth noting 
that some of the Reformers - men such as Martin Luther and John Calvin - drew insights from a 
man centuries before, Saint Augustine.  A famous quote of Augustine, speaking on the unity of 
the Scriptures (READ quote), “The new is in the old concealed; the old is in the new revealed.” 
 Jesus is the goal to which it all points.  It is all unified in Him.  All the prophecies, the 
sacrificial system, the judicial laws governing the nation that was preparing for His coming, the 
great events and key figures of Israel’s history – the coming of Jesus brings this to completion, 
culmination, and fulfillment.  Jesus spoke of this himself.  And the early church bore testimony 
to this as well.  Which comes out quite clearly in our text, Paul’s sermon at Pisidian Antioch.   
 It’s an astonishing statement.  The whole of Old Testament history was one of God’s 
deliverance of His people.  Along the way, He promised to give His people a king to save them.  
And Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise.  It’s an astonishing statement.  But that’s the plot 
line.  That’s the gospel story.  Think with me here.  The grandeur and greatness of Jesus’ person 
and work is such than it takes more than just multiple volumes to capture and describe.  It takes a 
the heritage of a people and the history of a nation to foreshadow and prepare the way for Him. 
 This is the gospel story.  What Paul would have us to see is that the Lord has revealed to 
us that gospel story.  This must then inform and transform our witness.  How so?  In at least these 
three ways.  In how it gives a coherence for life, an invitation to join, and an assurance to hold.  
I. COHERENCE FOR LIFE 
 Let’s look at these in turn.  First, the gospel story brings a coherence to life.  That is, the 
mere fact of the story, the objective reality that there is a story, has far reaching implications. 
A) Human Value 
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 For starters, it establishes human value, a universal worth to every person.  
1. The question 
“Are we but products of chance?  Is my value derived by relationships and accomplishments?” 
2. The answer 
No.  This story shows us we are of inestimable worth because of who made us.  His masterpiece. 
B) Real Purpose 
 We have value.  And purpose.  This story gives us direction and meaning in life. 
1. The question 
“Is there more than getting up and going to work so that we can then get up and go to work?”  
2. The answer 
Yes.  We are not hamsters on a wheel.  We were made for relationship with our Creator. 
C) Basis for Ethics 
 This story shows us we really do have value and purpose.  And a basis for ethics. 
1. The question 
“Is there a right and wrong?  How do we know?  Is it all power, pragmatics, and preference?” 
2. The answer 
The story shows us we live in a moral universe.  Ethics are grounded in the Creator’s character. 
D) Hope for Love 
 So we have value, purpose, and an unchanging basis for ethics.  And a hope for love. 
1. The question 
“What is love?  Is it more than a contract of convenience?  Who cares for the ‘hard to care for’?” 
2. The answer 
The story shows us what love is and demands.  In Jesus, we see both love’s pattern and power. 
 There’s so much more we could say about each of these.  But my point is that the gospel 
story - the mere fact of it - brings coherence to life.  Without it, we are left to wander in shadows. 
Application: 
 What does this have to do with outreach?  Everything.  It gives the deepest grounding to 
our lives, answering the longings of our own hearts.  And it also creates a bridge to others. 
 Think with me here.  It isn’t hard to ask someone about value, purpose, ethics, and love.  
“Have you ever thought about these things?  Why we long for them and where the answer is?” 
 The Lord has revealed to us the gospel story.  That story brings a coherence to life. 
II. INVITATION TO JOIN 
 Which brings us to the second point, an invitation to join.  By this, I mean not just the 
mere fact of the story but its plot as well.  And it is so much greater than we typically think. 
A) Partial Telling 
 Let me start with where we usually stop, what I’ll call a “partial telling” of the story. 
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1. Typical emphasis 
The typical emphasis is on individual forgiveness and our own personal eternal destiny.  Which 
creates as a priority the saving of the soul and the necessity of evangelism.  Which is all true. 
2. Missing components 
But what is left out?  That God’s kingdom would come and His will would be done.  Care for the 
body and all the ways we are broken.  Efforts to address injustice, poverty, disease, and racism. 
B) Fuller Telling 
 The gospel story brings all of this together.  Here’s something of a basic outline. 
1. Creation 
Creation - We begin at the beginning, a personal universe skillfully made by a personal God.  
There was a time when the world was good.  All of life resonated with His love and peace.   
2. Fall 
Fall - But something went wrong.  Humanity turned from the Creator, choosing to live apart 
from Him.  That’s the source of all disease, emptiness, brokenness, poverty, injustice, and racism. 
3. Redemption 
Redemption - God could have left us there.  But He chose, out of love, at the greatest cost, to 
enter into this world and make things right through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
4. Invitation 
Invitation - That set in motion a revolution, a holy insurrection, not by military conquest but love 
and truth.  Jesus is reclaiming what is rightfully His, making it new.  And inviting us to join Him. 
 Again, there is so much more that could be said here.  But the point is that the gospel 
story brings with it an invitation to join something greater than ourselves.  So much greater. 
Illustration: 
 A trailer for the next Star Wars movie hit this past week.  Think way back to Episode IV:  
A New Hope.  The John Williams soundtrack is soaring.  Luke Skywalker is gazing out over the 
Tatooine horizon upon that binary sunset.  Wishing, waiting, wondering.  It’s a great moment. 
Application: 
 What does this have to do with outreach?  Everything.  We’re all gazing out over that 
horizon, knowing we were meant for more.  All of us.  Which means that, when we speak of this 
gospel story to others, we are not creating this longing.  Not at all.  We’re simply appealing to it.   
 The Lord has revealed to us the gospel story.  That story brings an invitation to join. 
III. ASSURANCE TO HOLD 
 Which brings us to the final point, the assurance we hold.  By this, I mean not just the 
fact of the story or even the plot of the story.  Here we consider the author of the story Himself. 
A) God’s Initiative 
 The whole thing, from start to finish, is God’s initiative.  Paul makes that very clear. 
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1. Not Israel’s 
We see this with every stage - the patriarchs, the exodus, the judges and monarchy, on through to 
the prophecies and their fulfillment.  Israel was on the receiving end.  They were beneficiaries. 
2. But His 
It was not their initiative but God’s.  He is the subject of the verbs.  This was His plan all along. 
B) God’s Promises 
 And it was all rooted in the promises He had made which He had bound Himself to keep. 
1. Historical basis 
All the events within every one of these stages is traced back to promises made before, 
ultimately finding their roots in promises made to Abraham.  And even before that to Adam. 
2. Sure certainty 
The historical basis of the promises then brings a sure certainty of their fulfillment.  The hope to 
be had was never to be sought in the performance of the people but in the faithfulness of God. 
 Again, there’s more to say here.  But the point is that the gospel story brings assurance.  
For if God has gone to such lengths to love us so well, we can know He will surely love us now. 
Application: 
 What does this have to do with outreach?  Everything.  This same God can be counted on 
and relied upon even now.  Both in our own lives and in the lives of those to whom we make our 
appeal.  And, as we make that appeal, we can know He will work when and how is truly best. 
 The Lord has revealed to us the gospel story.  That story brings the assurance we hold. 
CONCLUSION: 
 This gospel story - the fact, the plot, and the author of it all - informs and transforms our 
witness.  As we take it in, we begin to see Jesus as the focus and the fulfillment of the promises 
and the point and purpose to all of history - cosmically and personally.  That’s Paul’s message. 
 Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, the one and only Savior, the King.  To be a Christian is 
then to be a herald.  This news does not originate with us.  We do not create it.  We simply relay 
and convey it.  Picture the scene.  Imagine you’re in medieval Europe.  You hear a voice.  You 
see the people moving towards it.  A town crier, sent as an authorized emissary, a messenger 
from the royal court into the highways and byways of the kingdom, enters the town square with a 
message to convey.  That’s us.  That’s what it means to bear witness, to give testimony to Jesus.   
 We are being sent to the town square, the marketplace, the classroom, the neighborhood, 
proclaiming with no authority but His.  And with all authority as His.  So we go with all humility 
but with all confidence.  “Hear ye, hear ye.  The king has come as us for us.  He was dead.  But 
He is risen.  He rules and reigns.  He is the king.  Long live the king!”  That’s to be our message. 
 The Lord has revealed to us the gospel story.  This informs and transforms our witness. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The Lord has revealed to us the gospel story. 
 (magnet) This informs and transforms our witness.


