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February 16, 2020 

“What Is He Worth?” 
Matthew 26:1-16 

FCF:  The struggle to see the worth of Jesus 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer. 
 (magnet) We need to carefully consider our response. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 If you don’t know how much a thing is worth, you don’t know how much to give for it.  
That stands to reason.  Think of PBS Antique Roadshow.  The premise is simple.  People bring in 
their items and have them appraised.  And sometimes there are some real surprises.  It might be a 
piece of jewelry, an old doll, a set of baseball cards, or a framed piece of artwork.  Armed with 
that knowledge, the owner can ask for a lot more than she thought.  She knows what it’s worth. 
 How much is Jesus worth?  If He’s just one option among many, then not so much.  But if 
He is our sole hope, then He is of exclusive infinite worth.  Then He is worth our forever all. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 26:1-16 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Details are important.  That applies to grading, grammar, geometry, addresses, archery, 
architecture, carpentry, chemistry, cooking, stamp collecting, stellar cartography, and oral 
surgery.  Details are important.  (READ Matthew 26:1a) What “sayings” is Matthew referring to?  
The Olivet Discourse recorded back in chapters 24-25.  There Jesus taught on the certainty of His 
return, the uncertainty of the timing, and the vital necessity of our being aware and prepared.   
 Imagine you were on site hearing this.  Think of how it would have landed on you.  This 
was astonishingly bold, a throwing down of the gauntlet.  Jesus is saying that the kingdom of 
God (the rule of heaven on earth) has come but not in full.  It will come in full upon His return.  
The kingdom is coming and He is the king.  That was bold.  “How can this be?” you wonder.  
 (READ Matthew 26:1-2) This kingdom is unlike any other.  In Jesus’ kingdom, His 
victory comes through His defeat.  Our freedom comes through His being delivered up.  Our 
forgiveness through His humiliation.  Our life through His death, death on a cross - the most 
painful and shameful death imaginable at the time.  Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer.  
That’s been made clear all through Matthew.  Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer.  And 
now we see that we need to carefully consider our response.  Our text is a case study in this. 
 How so?  Let’s look at three responses.  First, the schemes of the officials.  Second, the 
generosity of Mary.  And, third, the contempt of Judas.  A threefold case study is before us. 
I. THE SCHEMES OF THE OFFICIALS 
 First, the schemes of the officials (READ Matthew 26:3-5).  What’s going on here? 
A) Who They Were 
 Who were these men and what does history tell us about them? 
1. The chief priests and the elders 
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The chief priests and elders were representatives of the Sanhedrin, the ruling body in Jerusalem.  
They had been hostile to Jesus for some time.  They wanted to be rid of Him but, with Rome in 
charge, they had no way of legally executing Him.  So they decided they would bide their time. 
2. Caiaphas 
Caiaphas, the high priest, was adept at maneuvering.  His office came by annual appointment, no 
longer a lifelong post.  Yet Caiaphas held the job for 18 years.  He was a master of intrigue and 
duplicity.  In 1990 a 1st-century tomb with an ornate ossuary (a stone chest containing the bones 
of the dead) was discovered near Jerusalem.  It had his name inscribed on it.  It may well be him. 
B) How They Responded 
 So that’s the chief priests, the elders, and Caiaphas.  How did they respond to Jesus? 
1. A threat to the people 
They saw Him as a threat to the people - a heretic, a false teacher leading others astray.  But they 
had to be careful.  At the Passover festival, thousands crowded into the city.  Nationalistic fervor 
would have been surging.  It was a powder keg and they did not want to provide a spark. 
2. A threat to their power 
So they saw Jesus as a threat to the people.  And to their power.  His teaching was at odds with 
their own.  If He was right, or if the people believed He was right, where would that leave them?  
 Such was their scheming that John’s Gospel records Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead 
and the plot to kill Lazarus by these same men in the next chapter.  Such was their blindness. 
Illustration: 
 Larry King is getting divorced.  He’s been married eight times, twice to the same woman.  
You might think this would be an opportunity for him to reflect on things (READ quotes): 

I’m sorry about the marriage.  I’ll always care for my wife.  But it hit a point where we didn’t get along…We had a big age difference 
and that eventually takes its toll…It became a ships in the night situation…I never cheated on my wives.  My career always came first. 

Application: 
 There can be a blindness such that we cannot see that we cannot see even as it is obvious 
to everyone else around us.  It’s what we see with these officials, brought on by the tyranny of 
idols.  An idol is anything upon which we set our hope, purpose, and identity other than the 
living God.  And we can make an idol of anything - work, family, success, standards, doctrine. 
 We give ourselves to our idol.  What do they give in return?  Hypocrisy, pride, arrogance, 
and self-righteousness.  Not life but death.  That’s what we see with the schemes of the officials. 
 Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer.  We need to carefully consider our response. 
II. THE GENEROSITY OF MARY 
 That brings us to the generosity of Mary (READ Matthew 26:6-13).  This is so good. 
A) Who She Was 
 Who was this woman and what do we know about her?  Actually, more than we think. 
1. Not really unknown 
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She’s hardly unknown.  In John 12, we learn this was Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha.  In 
Luke 10, we see her attentiveness to Jesus - the heart of a disciple who longs for His fellowship. 
2. Present at a dinner 
That’s who is present at this dinner in Bethany, a village about 2 miles east of Jerusalem, there in 
the house of Simon.  Simon was apparently a man who had been healed of leprosy by Jesus.  
B) How She Responded 
 So that’s what we know of this woman at this dinner.  How did she respond to Jesus? 
1. Gave Jesus the best she had 
She gave Him the best she had.  Mark and John tell us this ointment was pure nard, an expensive 
perfume oil, worth 300 denarii - a year’s wages.  It was likely a family heirloom.  And once the 
jar was broken, the oil had to be used.  This was not what you would give to an ordinary guest.   
2. Despite the pressure she faced 
She gave Jesus the best she had - despite the pressure she faced.  The disciples were indignant.  
But Jesus defends her.  Note that He is not saying, “Poverty is a hopeless ill that defies remedy” 
but “This is a unique moment in history.  The poor will always be among you.  But I will not.” 
Mary has been listening to Jesus in ways the others have not.  She really knows who Jesus is and 
what it is He’s come to do.  And she is thanking Him ahead of time in the fullest way she can. 
 That’s the generosity of Mary - giving Jesus the best she had. 
Illustration: 
 It’s much as Jesus had said (READ Matthew 13:44-46).  Jesus is worth everything. 
Application: 
 Let’s listen again to how He looks upon Mary’s response (READ Matthew 26:10).  What 
would such uncalculating generosity look like for us?  It would have to mean seeing what Jesus 
is worth - everything - and then giving Him what He is worth - all we are, without holding back.   
 But that means asking another question.  Where do I hold back?  What areas of my life 
are roped off?  Reputation.  Financial security.  Control over circumstances.  The list goes on. 
 Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer.  We need to carefully consider our response. 
III.THE CONTEMPT OF JUDAS 
 That brings us to our third case study, the contempt of Judas (READ Matthew 26:14-16). 
A) Who He Was 
 Who was this man, Judas?  What do we know of him?  And why did he choose this path? 
1. An apostle 
Judas was an apostle, called by Jesus and sent forth in His name - teaching, healing, driving out 
demons just like all the rest.  There was no indication among the other 11 that this was coming. 
2. A thief 
Judas was an apostle.  He was also a thief.  Listen to John’s account (READ John 12:1-6).   
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B) How He Responded 
 So that’s Judas, an apostle and also a thief.  How then did he respond to Jesus? 
1. Initiating the betrayal 
He initiated the betrayal.  He sought out the opportunity.  Yes, this was all according to ancient 
prophecy and he was under the influence of Satan.  But Judas also did this of his own free will. 
2. Accepting precious little 
Judas initiated the betrayal.  And took little for the trouble.  Just 30 pieces of silver - about four 
month’s wages.  According to Old Testament law, 30 pieces of silver was the penalty paid when 
your ox gored a slave to death.  Think with me.  How much was Jesus worth to Judas?  No more 
than the price of a slave.  So, yes, there was greed.  But also contempt.  Why?  Some have noted 
that Judas Iscariot may refer to the sicarii - men who would slip up to an official and slide a 
blade into his ribs.  Judas could have been not just a thief but also a disillusioned revolutionary. 
 Such was the contempt of Judas towards Jesus that led to his betrayal.  This is sobering. 
Application: 
 This is a warning of where disillusionment with God can take you.  What happens when 
God doesn’t give you what you consider to be non-negotiable?  Note what happened with Judas. 
 This is a warning of where the love of money can take you.  It truly is the root of all evil.  
 This is a warning of what happens when we confuse knowledge of God and a relationship 
with God.  Christianity is a worldview, a way of seeing and living.  But it is so much more. 
 Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer.  We need to carefully consider our response. 
CONCLUSION: 
 It’s worth noting the intentionality of Matthew’s writing.  When you compare his Gospel 
to the others, you see the anointing took place a few days before.  Matthew wants us to read this 
not chronologically but thematically.  He is sandwiching the anointing between the official’s 
schemes and Judas’ contempt.  Why?  He’s pressing a question, “What is Jesus worth to you?”  
 Some of you may be familiar with the Choose Your Own Adventure series.  They were 
stories written in the second-person, the reader taking the role of a character like a private 
investigator, mountain climber, race car driver, doctor, or spy.  After a few pages in, you would 
face two or three options, each of which led to more options.  There were multiple endings, some 
good and some bad.  The idea being that there are stakes and you need to carefully decide. 
 Project that out to Matthew 26.  Here the choices really do matter.  This goes beyond the 
pages of a paperback to the present and forever on from there.  That might be hard to grasp.  Our 
days can be so frantic and we can get so caught up in the immediate.  But beyond the everyday 
there is so much more.  And that is reflected in these scenes with these three sets of figures. 
 Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer.  We need to carefully consider our response. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus has revealed Himself as our Redeemer. 
 (magnet) We need to carefully consider our response.


