
Page �  of �1 4

May 27, 2017 

“The Transfiguration” 
Matthew 17:1-13 

FCF:  Our tendency to underestimate Jesus 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Through His transfiguration, Jesus reveals more of Himself to us. 
 (magnet) This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 Stories of mistaken identity.  You might have some of your own.  In the Christianity 
Explored study, Rico Tice tells the story of a lunch encounter.  As he waited outside the dining 
area, he found himself opposite a young man who looked vaguely familiar.  For five minutes, 
neither said a word, although the young man looked as if he expected Rico to speak to him.  But 
not knowing who he was, he said nothing.  It was only as the young man left that Rico realized 
who this was - Prince William, the future king of England.  Imagine.  Five minutes standing with 
the future king.  But Rico didn’t recognize who he was.  So he didn’t relate to him as he should. 
 The fact is that we can do that with Jesus as well.  And it’s a far worse mistake to make. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 17:1-13 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 A “juxtaposition” is defined as (READ quote)  “the act or an instance of placing two or 
more things side by side, often to compare or contrast or to create an interesting effect.”  For 
instance, imagine two men, one from a good side of town and the other from a bad, each facing a 
set of struggles but responding in different ways.  And the reader is meant to pick up on this. 
 You can see juxtaposition in historical accounts as well, such as what we see in Matthew.  
In chapter 16, we read of Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ.  But that is quickly followed 
with Jesus’ clarification of that confession and the cost of discipleship.  We looked at that last 
week.  It’s quite sobering.  Now, in chapter 17, we come to the Transfiguration.  Pulling all this 
together, we see that the Suffering Servant is also the Exalted Messiah.  The One who would be 
crushed and killed in our place would also be raised from the dead and reign over all things.   
 This is a cosmic juxtaposition.  Through His transfiguration, Jesus reveals more of 
Himself to us.  This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him.  “How does this 
expansion come?”  Through three things.  First, in the light shone on His identity.  Second, in 
what we learn of His uniqueness.  And, third, in the new way we hear this call to discipleship. 
I. IDENTITY 
 So let’s start with Jesus’ identity.  Who is He?  (READ Matthew 17:3) 
A) Who Was There 
 Sometimes you can learn much by who gathers around a person.  Who was there? 
1. The men 
There are two men mentioned.  Moses - the deliverer of God’s people at the exodus, the great 
lawgiver.  Elijah - another man tested by those around him, one of Israel’s greatest prophets.   
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2. The wonder 
“And behold” - meaning that their presence was a wonder.  It was truly extraordinary.  Moses 
had lived in the 15th c. B.C.  And Elijah had lived in the 9th c. B.C.  Yet here they were! 
B) Why They Were There 
 Why?  And, specifically, of all the figures in Old Testament history, why these two? 
1. They are preparation 
Their lives and labors had been a preparation.  All the commands, sacrifices, ceremonies, all the 
prophecies and promises - great as they were - were preparing and pointing to something else. 
2. Jesus is the culmination 
To Jesus, to His life and labor.  He is the culmination.  All the predictions and the plot line of 
history.  Even the moral law as it shows God’s holiness, our sinfulness, and our need for Jesus. 
 Moses and Elijah played supporting roles.  The story is about Jesus.  It pivots on Him. 
Illustration: 
 Think of the Star Wars saga.  With all the prequels, sequels, and the stand-alone tales, it’s 
easy to lose sight of this.  The whole thing was ultimately not about Han Solo, Luke, or Leia.  It 
was about the redemption of Anakin Skywalker.  The parts are great but are ultimately meant to 
serve the larger whole, to drive the story forward to its conclusion.  It’s something like that here. 
Application: 
 This fuller view of Jesus as the culmination of all that had come before fuels our worship 
and increases our wonder.  And whatever lessens this fuller view robs our worship and wonder. 
 This is the problem with Bible teachers who say we need to “unhitch” ourselves from the 
OT.  That’s a terrible idea.  It’s like a lumberjack cutting off the branch he is sitting on.  True, 
you can’t understand the OT without the New.  But you can’t understand the NT without the Old.  
 Who is Jesus?  He is the greater Moses, the greater Elijah.  Through His transfiguration, 
Jesus reveals His identity to us.  This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him. 
II. UNIQUENESS 
 Which takes us to uniqueness, how Jesus compares with others (READ Matthew 17:4-8). 
A) Peter’s Notion 
1. The idea 
Let’s start with Peter and this idea of setting up some tents.  Peter rightly recognizes the great 
privilege of being there.  But he wrongly suggests that this is an opportunity to show hospitality. 
2. The rationale 
He is forgetting that Jesus has said He’s not staying around but going to Jerusalem.  But there’s 
something else.  Peter is assuming that Jesus has been elevated to the stature of these men. 
Which, by the way, is tied to that exchange on the way down the mountain.  The disciples were 
uncertain about John the Baptist’s role and the timetable of events.  There was much confusion. 
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B) The Father’s Response 
 Into all that fog, the Father speaks from the cloud - a symbol of His glorious presence. 
1. What they heard 
And what did they hear?  An affirmation of the Son by the Father.  And the absolute necessity of 
hearing and heeding all that He says - including the hard sayings about His path.  And theirs. 
2. What they saw 
That’s what they heard.  And consider also what they saw (READ Matthew 17:8).  These words 
are pregnant with meaning.  Before Jesus, all others are eclipsed.  They fall into the background. 
 Jesus has no rivals.  For us to see truly, we must see Him chiefly.  Such is His uniqueness.   
Illustration: 
 This, of course, violates all our postmodern sensibilities.  “What about Muhammed and 
Buddha?”  The uniqueness of Jesus sounds so narrow, so exclusive.  Isn’t it best to think of truth 
as like a mountain path to the summit - all paths equally valid and leading to the same place? 
 No.  Granted, the mountain path image acknowledges the diversity and sincerity of all the 
various religions.  But it alters the basic teachings of their founders.  It disrespects millions of 
adherents.  It assumes greater enlightenment.  And fails to reckon with all the contradictions. 
Application: 
 Which brings us back to the uniqueness of Jesus.  D. A. Carson writes (READ quote): 

Jesus brooks no rivals.  There have been, there are, many religious leaders.  In an age of postmodern sensibilities and a deep cultural 
commitment to philosophical pluralism, it is desperately easy to relativize Jesus in countless ways.  But there is only one Person of 
whom it can be said that he made us, and then became one of us; that he is the Lord of glory, and a human being; that he died in 
ignominy and shame on the odious cross, yet is now seated on the right hand of the Majesty on high, having returned to the glory he 
shared with the Father before the world began. 

There is none like Jesus.  Through His transfiguration, Jesus reveals more of Himself to us - 
including His uniqueness.  This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him. 
III. DISCIPLESHIP 
 So we have Jesus’ identity and uniqueness.  Which then brings us back again to His call 
to discipleship and this question.  “Can we take this call seriously?”  (READ Matthew 17:1-2) 
A) The Connection 
1. Place uncertain  
Matthew wants us to see the connection.  Now the place is uncertain.  We’re not sure but it was 
likely Mt. Hermon, just a few miles from Caesarea Philippi, rising 9,166 feet above sea level.  
2. Timing clear 
Wherever it was, the timing is clear.  “And after six days” links this to what had just transpired -
Peter’s confession and Jesus’ hard words.  They were knocked flat.  And He is picking them up. 
B) The Metamorphosis 
 That’s who the Transfiguration was for - not for Jesus, Moses, or Elijah but the disciples. 
1. What they saw 
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Consider what they saw - His face and clothing beyond bright and blinding in brilliance. 
2. Who they saw  
Consider who they saw - Jesus.  This “transfiguration” was a “metamorphosis”.   It harkens back 
to Moses’ time at Sinai when he came down the mountain, face shining, reflecting God’s glory.  
But here’s the thing.  Jesus’ face doesn’t reflect glory.  It produces it.  It’s the difference between 
the light of the moon and the sun.  This was a glimpse of His preincarnate glory, a foretaste of 
His exalted status.  This is the One before whom every knee will bow in heaven and on earth.   
 That’s who the disciples saw.  So back to the question.  “Can we take this call seriously?”  
In view of who extends the call, the answer is both “we must” and “we can”.  How can we not? 
Application: 
 Think with me.  We cannot ignore the power and authority of the One speaking here.  
That would be the height of presumption, arrogance, and folly.  But there’s something else.   
 He tells us to “follow Him”.  That certainly implies sacrifice and suffering.  But it also 
implies His presence.  “I will be with you” - something we’re assured of again and again.  Much 
like the little surfer boy assured by the presence of his strong father, watching from the beach. 
 Through His transfiguration, Jesus reveals more of Himself to us (READ Matthew 16:24; 
17:1-2).  His call and His glory.  This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him. 
CONCLUSION: 
 None of this should surprise us.  The Scriptures tell us Jesus was present and an agent of 
creation.  We’re learning more and more of the complexity of creation.  And its immensity as 
well.  Astronomer Peter Edwards has explained the majesty of the universe (READ quote): 

You will never, ever, get your head around how big the universe is.  It is just enormous.  There is no way, I think, that the human mind 
can comprehend the true immensity of the universe.  We are happy with the size of an elephant, or the size of a tree, or maybe even the 
size of (a) cathedral.  But if we go beyond that our brains just start to run out of gas. 
We pointed the Hubble telescope at what…appeared to be a very ordinary patch of the night sky.  If you imagine holding up your finger 
with a grain of sand on it and looking at the patch of sky that grain of sand blocks out, that's the field that the (Hubble) telescope 
zoomed in to.  What the telescope saw was incredible.  There are 10,000 galaxies in a patch of sky the size of a grain of sand held at 
arm's length.  If this tiny patch of sky is like every other, then we can calculate how many galaxies are out there.
The visible universe contains around 100 billion galaxies.  Each one of those galaxies contains around about 100 billion stars.  That 
means the visible universe contains something like 10,000 million million million stars.  That means there are more stars in the visible 
universe than there are grains of sand on the earth.

It’s little wonder we keep discovering new things out there.  And we will continue to.
How much more so with Jesus, the creator of it all?  Think with me.  There is a finite end 

to the creation.  But not to its Creator.  He must then be without any limits and infinitely so. 
 He is a multi-dimensional being.  Beside Him, we are two-dimensional dots.  This is how 
and why we have to speak of that juxtaposition I mentioned earlier, the Suffering Servant and the 
Exalted Messiah.  How He wants us to hear both!  And we need both.  This is the One who calls 
us to deny ourselves, to take up our cross, and follow Him.  Through His transfiguration, Jesus 
reveals more of Himself to us.  This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him.  
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Through His transfiguration, Jesus reveals more of Himself to us. 
 (magnet) This should expand our understanding and confidence in Him.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AC7yFDb1zOA

