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April 19, 2020 

“The Great Commission” 
Matthew 28:16-20 

FCF:  Resurrection fact.  Meaning? 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus is the risen King. 
 (magnet) We must heed His commission. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 The resurrection of Jesus was an event in time and space.  It was completely unexpected.  
It was shocking - not just to us but to the original witnesses.  But shocking as it was, it was no 
less real.  The lines of evidence are clear and point to its historicity, the fact of the Resurrection. 
 But this morning our focus is not so much on the fact of the Resurrection but its meaning.  
Let’s assume for a moment that you believe that Jesus really did rise from the dead.  Why is that 
vital?  Why is that important?  What is its significance?  This brings us to the Great Commission. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 28:16-20 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Big events have big effects.  Think of the invention of the steam engine, the recovery of 
the Greek New Testament, the success of the Apollo space program.  Great events with great 
effect.  But the greatest event with the greatest effect was the Resurrection of Jesus.  How?  The 
Resurrection gives us hope in the face of death.  It gives us assurance amidst our suffering.  It 
affirms the physical realm, showing we need to care for both our bodies and the environment.   
 Those are huge implications.  And there are several more.  But as we focus on our text, 
we see a connection between the Resurrection and the Great Commission.   This is more than a 
sequel.  The Great Commission is a consequence of the Resurrection.  One flows from the other.  
Matthew is clearly intentional here.  This is his primary focus, highlighting this post-Easter 
appearance of Jesus.  By recording just this one, it’s as though he’s saying, “Don’t miss this.” 
 These two things in Matthew 28, the Resurrection and the Great Commission, are closely 
wed together.  For Jesus is the risen King.  He is no longer in the grave.  Look inside.  The tomb 
is empty.  He is risen!  Jesus is the risen King.  And so we must then heed His commission.   
 Now what would that mean?  It means we must heed these three things.  First, the 
authority of the King.  Second, the assignment from the King.  Third, the assurance by the King. 
I. THE AUTHORITY OF THE KING 
 First, the authority of the King (READ Matthew 28:16-18).  Jesus rules over all. 
A) The Source 
1. Not taken 
Where does He get this authority?  What is its source?  It is not taken through coup or conquest. 
2. But given 
It is not taken.  It is given.  This is the fulfillment of Daniel 7.  The Son of Man has come before 
the Ancient of Days and received universal power and everlasting dominion.  It was given. 
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B) The Scope 
1. No longer constrained 
But how far does this authority reach?  What is its scope?  It is no longer constrained or hemmed 
in.  Before Easter, the spheres in which Jesus showed His rule were limited.  No more.  No more. 
2. But now cosmic 
Now He has absolute rule over “heaven and earth” - all that there is from the nearest atom to the 
farthest star.  Every moment and matter, problem and purpose - He holds all things together. 
 Such is the authority given to Jesus.  Such is the rule of the risen King. 
Application: 
 Which means we are to obey and go forth, knowing who sent us and who we represent.  
Which, taken to heart, should deeply humble us and greatly embolden us.  As ambassadors of the 
kingdom, we must then go without arrogance but without apology.  Both softened and steeled. 
 Such is Jesus’ authority.  He is the risen King.  We must then heed His commission. 
II. THE ASSIGNMENT FROM THE KING 
 Which brings us to the assignment.  What is it we are to do? (READ Matthew 28:18-20a) 
A) The Focus 
1. One command 
Let’s consider the focus of this commission.  In the English, it looks like there are four separate 
commands here.  But there’s actually just one in the Greek.  We are called to make disciples. 
2. Its meaning 
What does that mean?  Well, a disciple is someone who has heard the call of Jesus and responded 
by repenting, believing the Gospel, and following Him.  That is a disciple.  So to make disciples 
would mean our task is to herald the Gospel message and to lead new believers into maturity. 
B) The Process 
1. The means 
That’s our task.  What does it look like?  That takes us from the focus to the process, from this 
one imperative to the participles.  There are three.  We are to go - not waiting but initiating.  We 
are to baptize - encouraging a public confession of Jesus as Lord.  We are to teach - helping folks 
to take in and live out everything Jesus says.  He is Lord of all and we must teach all He says. 
2. The range 
That’s what this looks like, the means of the commission.  Now how far do we go?  The Lord of 
all sends us to all, to all nations.  All need to hear.  And Jesus is worthy of praise from all. 
 That’s the assignment from the King - its focus and its process, both what and how. 
Application: 
 Which should challenge us.  For we struggle with too small a vision.  “Not them.  They 
vote the wrong way.”  “Not her, not after what she did.”  “Not him.  Don’t you know his story?”   
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 As we read the book of Acts, we can see that the early church struggled with this - 
drawing lines where there are none to be drawn, robbing people of the Gospel and Jesus of His 
glory.  And we do the same.  But the Gospel is to go to all peoples, crossing all such boundaries. 
 Such is Jesus’ assignment.  He is the risen King.  We must then heed His commission. 
III. THE ASSURANCE BY THE KING 
 Which brings us to this assurance by the King (READ Matthew 28:18-20).  This 
commission is great in importance and immense in its task.  So great it should make us stagger. 
A) The Promise 
1. Familiar words 
So Jesus gives us a promise.  The words should be familiar.  “Immanuel” - God with His people.  
It was foreshadowed with the Tabernacle and the Temple.  The prophets spoke of it.  In the first 
chapter of Matthew, we hear the words of the angel to Joseph about the child Mary was carrying.  
And now, here in the last chapter of Matthew, we hear it again.  “Immanuel” - God with us. 
2. A wondrous thing 
This is a wondrous thing.  “Go for I am with you” - the reason and the encouragement.  But also 
our experience.  “As you go, as you lean into and learn from Me, you will know my presence.” 
B) The Extent 
1. The duration of the command 
That’s the wonder of the promise.  Which is matched only by its extent.  What is the duration of 
this command?  The commission stretches out over the horizon so the assurance does as well. 
2. The breadth of the comfort 
That’s the duration of the command which is coupled with the breadth of the comfort.  Jesus 
says, “And behold, I am with you all the days, to the end of the age.”  In all things, at all times. 
 Oh, that we would hear and know the assurance of the King - the promise and its extent. 
Application: 
 Four times in this passage, we hear the word “all” - all authority, to all nations, hearing all 
His commands, and with us all the days.  This is utterly exhaustive, completely comprehensive.  
What does that mean?  There is never a time we are on our own.  And so there is never a time we 
need to look to ourselves, exalting our ideas and abilities.  Our trust and assurance is in Jesus. 
 Such is His assurance.  Jesus is the risen King.  We must then heed His commission. 
CONCLUSION: 
 We should note this as we close.  Who is Jesus speaking to?  (READ Matthew 28:16-17) 
They worshipped and doubted at the same time.  These are not two groups of people.  This is but 
one conflicted group - professing yet perplexed, confident yet confused.  Their sincere belief is 
mixed with hesitation.  They can see Jesus there before them.  They have taken in the reality of 
Hiss Resurrection.  But they are still struggling with its significance.  And so Jesus tells them. 
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 This is vital for us to see.  Jesus does not wait for them to get it and graduate.  He is not 
pausing for perfection or the penny to drop.  He doesn’t wait.  Why?  He doesn’t need to.  Not 
then.  And not now.  He gladly takes us - the perplexed, the confused, the hesitant.  He gladly 
takes such as us, sends us out, and then turns the world upside down.  Or, actually, right side up. 
 May that encourage our hearts.  Jesus is the risen King.  We must heed His commission. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus is the risen King. 
 (magnet) We must heed His commission.


