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June 25, 2017 

“A Simple Call with Radical Implications” 
Matthew 12:46-50 

FCF:  Identity disconnected from our Creator 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus calls us into fellowship with Himself and one another. 
 (magnet) We must not miss the radical implications of this call. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 Do we know who we are?  Think of name tags and why we wear them.  Going away to 
seminars and conferences, we’re given name tags because it’s easy for others to identify us.  But 
when you deliver your children to a camp or college orientation, you remember it’s easy to forget 
who you are as well.  And so you think, “Oh, that that name tag would help them to remember.” 
 The Bible is quite clear.  Problems come when we forget who we are, when we lose our 
sense of identity, when our identity becomes disconnected from our Creator and His purposes. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 12:46-50 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Some of you may be familiar with Joshua Harris.  He became famous in certain circles a 
few years ago with the publication of his book, I Kissed Dating Goodbye.  His message was that 
singles should steer clear of directionless relationships that were romantic but with no intention 
of moving toward commitment.  The irony was that, as he wrote later in Stop Dating the Church, 
even though he stopped playing the dating game with the ladies, he was still happy to play it with 
the church - attending when convenient, enjoying the benefits, but not wanting commitment. 
 The context of our text this morning is the rising tide of opposition to Jesus.  Conflict is 
brewing with a hostile response from the Pharisees and an ambivalence from the crowds.  “Who 
has grasped the significance of His words and works?”  Jesus has made clear that neutrality is 
not an option.  “Who has grasped this?  And who is with Him?  Who has decided and declared?”   
 Into this came Jesus’ family.  He asks a question.  And gives the answer.  He calls us into 
fellowship with Himself and one another.  We must not miss the radical implications of this call. 
 What are these implications?  There are at least three.  First, a new reality.  Second, a new 
identity.  And then, third, a new community.  We must not miss these.  Let’s look at each of them. 
I. A NEW REALITY 
 The first of these, a new reality, is easy to miss.  But it’s implicit in everything Jesus says. 
A) Redefining a Pillar 
1. The place of the family 
Jesus is redefining a pillar.  Think of the place of the family.  It is the social unit into which God 
places us and the channel through which He deals with us.  It is a cornerstone.  It is a pillar. 
2. The change to the family 
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And, while Jesus is not destroying or negating the family, He is redefining it.  He asks, “Who is 
my family?”  And the reply is, “It’s not who you think.  It’s not those folks.  It’s these folks.” 
B) Resetting Our Compass 
 Those are bold words, bold strokes.  He is redefining a pillar.  And resetting our compass. 
1. Our need for direction 
We need a compass.  We need direction.  We can’t live without one.  We can exist but never 
really thrive and flourish.  And many would admit they need to trade in the one that they have. 
2. His claim as the direction 
What is Jesus saying?  He is the director.  And the direction.  He is our meaning and motive.   
 One of the radical implications of this call is that Jesus brings a whole new reality. 
Illustration: 
 “Space: 1999” - did you ever see it?  It was a 1970’s TV show.  The premise?  Nuclear 
waste stored on the moon explodes, knocking the moon out of orbit and sending it, along with 
the folks on the lunar base, hurtling out into space.  It was a creative and interesting premise. 
 But what if it wasn’t the moon knocked out of Earth’s orbit?  What if Earth was knocked 
out the sun’s orbit and into the orbit of another star in another system?  What happens then? 
Application: 
 That’s what Jesus has done.  He has made a new orbit with everything circling around 
Him.  How?  As the one true king.  As the One though whom all things were made and under 
whose rule all will be made right.  That’s how He can redefine a pillar and reset our compass. 
 And we need to know that His ability and authority are not isolated.  So we should not be 
surprised at the stirring things He says elsewhere and how challenging that can be at times.  
Again, one of the radical implications of this call is a new reality.  And we must not miss it. 
II. A NEW IDENTITY 
 Moving out from what is implied, we go from this new reality to our new identity.  
A) The Ancient Near East 
1. The place of the family 
His words transcend culture.  Think of the place of the family in the Ancient Near East.  How 
were you known?  According to where and who you were from, to geography and genealogy.  
You had a corporate sense of self.  The family and tribe was more important than the individual. 
So, when Jesus’ family arrived, they thought He would come to them.  That’s not what happened. 
2. The offense 
It’s as though Jesus says, “Yes, you’re known by your family.  But follow me and I will give you 
a new family.”  The old “us” becomes a new “us”.  Which had to have been a shock and scandal. 
B) The Post-Modern West 
 Jesus brings a whole shift of identity.  Now, transfer all that to the Post-Modern West.  
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1. The place of the individual 
Think of the place of the individual in our culture.  How are we known?  By our activities and 
accomplishments.  By our roles and duties.  It’s an individual sense of self, a focus on rights.  
Unlike with the ANE, the individual person is more important than the family and the tribe.  
2. The offense 
So we move from the offense of being told “Here’s your new family” to “You’re in a family.”  
What was just “me” has to become an “us”.  Which is a shock and, again, a major paradigm shift. 
 Either way, a radical implication of this call is that Jesus gives us a new identity. 
Illustration: 
 It’s like pre-marital counseling.  With younger couples, you deal with maturity issues and 
inexperience with finances.  But with older couples, you deal with old patterns and stubborn 
habits.  They need to learn that 1 + 1 = 1, not 2; what it is to leave, cleave, and become one flesh. 
Application: 
 We are given a new identity.  Think of it this way.  How is a follower of Christ to think of 
themselves?  What gives Jesus the right to define and redefine us?  We are not our own.  We 
were bought with a price.  He is Lord.  We are His.  We’ve been adopted, blood bought.  That 
comes before race, before gender, before economic status or rank or anything else under the sun.  
Is that not something that this broken, fractured, divided world desperately needs to embrace? 
 One of the radical implications of this call is that Jesus gives us a new identity. 
III. A NEW COMMUNITY 
 A new reality.  A new identity.  And then, finally, a new community.  Note the distinctions 
Jesus makes between two types of families here - the physical family and the spiritual family. 
A) The Physical Family 
1. Membership 
Membership with the physical family comes by birth or adoption.  We could say by blood.  
Anyone can be a member by blood.  It’s inclusive in that sense.  But exclusive in every other. 
2. Its importance 
And Jesus makes clear its importance.  Even as He redefines the family, He does not destroy it.  
He commands us to honor our parents.  While hanging from the cross, He provided for His 
mother, telling John to watch over her.  Later, He even appeared to His half-brother, James. 
B) The Spiritual Family 
 He ennobles the physical family even as He puts it in its proper place beside the spiritual.  
1. Membership 
Membership in the spiritual family comes not by blood but by faith (READ Matthew 12:49-50).  
Note what Jesus is saying here.  He is not saying that we become part of His family by our 
obedience.  Hardly.  We show and identify ourselves as part of His family by our obedience. 
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2. Its importance 
And Jesus makes clear the importance of this family as well.  We could look to Ephesians and 
see this.  Or Romans, chapter 12 on.  Or His heart for His family in Acts 20 (READ Acts 20:28).  
Or the importance of the church to His purposes, in 1 Peter (READ 1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10).   
 One of the radical implications of this call is that Jesus creates a new community. 
Illustration: 
 Of course, this is an odd community (READ Colson):  The church of Jesus Christ would 
be like Noah’s ark; the stench inside would be unbearable if it weren’t for the storm outside. 
Application: 
 What do we do with this?  We must love our families but love Jesus more.  But loving 
His family is not always so easy.  That’s obvious but should never be an excuse.  Too often I hear 
someone stating a desire for community, for authentic fellowship.  Which is good.  But, too 
often, when offered, it is not pursued.  The very thing requested is refused.  Why?  Let me give 
you two reasons.  First, a naive perfectionism.  And, second, pride.  Listen, priority of place for 
Jesus’ family demands not critique but sacrifice, not complaining but investing.  None of us have 
arrived.  We are all more flawed than we know.  And more interdependent that we can imagine. 
 One of the radical implications of this call is that Jesus creates a new community. 
CONCLUSION: 
 I grew up with the weekly ritual of Saturday morning cartoons.  One of those was “Mr. 
McGoo”.  Mr. McGoo was an old man, desperately near-sighted.  Each episode consisted of his 
amusing and hazardous exploits as he bumbled about, somehow surviving to the end of the show. 
 I fear that too often we are too much like Mr. McGoo - bumbling about, desperately near-
sighted, unable to see the big picture, incapable of taking in God’s great purpose for us. 
 What might God’s great purpose be?  Listen to these words of Paul Tripp (READ quote): 

Your life is bigger than a good job, an understanding spouse, and non-delinquent kids.  It is bigger than beautiful 
gardens, nice vacations, and fashionable clothes.  In reality, you are part of something immense, something that began 
before you were born and will continue after you die.  God is rescuing fallen humanity, transporting them into his 
kingdom, and progressively shaping them into his likeness - and he wants you to be a part of it. 

God, in His wondrous mercy, takes us just as we are but does not leave us as He finds us.  And 
God, in that same mercy, takes us our individual stories and transplants us into a larger narrative. 
 Which is where all this comes together - His great purposes and His church.  His plan is 
to work in us - slowly but surely bringing forth love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.  To do this good work in us and then to do His great 
work through us - as salt and light, a living witness and testimony to a greater hope and an 
eternal kingdom.  A new reality, a new identity, and a new community.  Jesus calls us into 
fellowship with himself and one another.  We must not miss the radical implications of this call. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus calls us into fellowship with Himself and one another. 
 (magnet) We must not miss the radical implications of this call.


