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April 5, 2020 

“A Voice in the Darkness” 
Matthew 27:45-61 

FCF:  The problem of suffering 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus is the Man of Sorrows. 
 (magnet) And, if embraced, that will change our own. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 The “question of suffering” can create a real barrier for faith in Christ.  At a philosophical 
level, there is the biblical God (both powerful and good) but the the reality of suffering.  What do 
we make of that?  Some say He must be either good but not powerful or powerful but not good.   
 But this doesn’t stay at the philosophical level.  It’s not just “the question of suffering” 
but the “pain of suffering.”  It hurts.  It’s not merely a barrier to the head but the heart as well.  
Our text engages this, both the question and pain of suffering.  Let’s look at the death of Jesus. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 27:45-61 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Some 600 years before these events, the prophet Isaiah wrote of the Suffering Servant, 
His mission, and the demands it would place upon Him (READ Isaiah 53:3a).  This was Jesus. 
 It’s an apt summary of Matthew 27 and the account of His death.  Imagine you were there 
that day.  What do you hear?  (READ Matthew 27:46) These are the words of David, taken from 
Psalm 22.  “O God, why have you abandoned me?  Why have you left me and deserted. me?”   
 From where do the words come?  (READ Matthew 27:45) This is a voice in the darkness.   
This was not from a storm or an eclipse.  This was a supernatural darkness, the sign of a cosmic 
lament, an indication of divine judgment upon someone.  But upon who?  Whose cry is this?  It 
is Jesus, the sinless Son of God.  And He has been nailed to a cross.  But why?  What is going on 
here?  He is there in our place, as our substitute.  He is bearing our sin and guilt.  He is enduring 
the holy wrath of God.  And that, my friends, is the reason for this voice in the darkness.   
 Jesus truly is the Man of Sorrows.  We see that very plainly here.  Jesus is the Man of 
Sorrows.  And, if embraced, that will change our own.  If we understand His suffering, it will 
transform our own.  How?  In three ways.  First, it gives us the answer to suffering.  Second, it 
provides the purpose of suffering.  And then, third, it shows us the fellowship in suffering. 
I. THE ANSWER TO SUFFERING 
 First, the answer to suffering (READ Matthew 27:46).  We worship a God who suffers. 
A) What This Was Not 
1. A mistaken cry 
Let’s be clear on what this was not.  This was not a mistaken cry.  Jesus felt forsaken for He was. 
2. His feigning sorrow 
He was.  Nor was He merely feigning sorrow.  He was not simply emoting or quoting Scripture. 
B) What This Was 
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1. His abandonment by the Father 
No, in those three hours of darkness, Jesus was abandoned by His Father.  This was truly hell, the 
cause of His anguish at Gethsemane.  The alienation of God by God - truly, a holy mystery. 
2. His fully entering our world 
This was Jesus’ fully entering our world.  He did not stand by to observe.  He fully entered in.   
 This is the one sure answer to our suffering.  We worship a God who suffers. 
Application: 
 Yes, the question of suffering is a problem for the Christian faith.  But there is an answer.  
The atheist has no answer.  The protest “There is evil and suffering” is without any basis because 
God has been written out of the equation.  How can you speak of evil of there is no good?  But in 
Christianity, we see a God who takes this so seriously He takes it on Himself.  On Himself. 
 Jesus is the Man of Sorrows.  And, if embraced, that will change our own. 
II. THE PURPOSE OF SUFFERING 
 So this cry points us to the answer to suffering.  And then also the purpose of suffering. 
A) What Was Not True 
1. A senseless death 
What do we know was not true of Jesus’ death?  It was not senseless.  It was not meaningless. 
2. Clear and understood 
What else do we know?  It wasn’t clear and understood.  The disciples were despairing.  That 
Saturday had to have been so dark.  But something had happened that they simply couldn’t see. 
B) What Was Clearly True 
 What wasn’t true was this was senseless or clear and understood.  What then was true? 
1. There was meaning 
There was meaning here.  No one at the time grasped this but this was the fulfillment of God’s 
eternal unshakable plan.  The worst conceivable thing was actually going to be the absolute best.   
2. And it was good 
So there was a purpose.  And it was good - good beyond anyone’s imagining.  Life coming from 
death.  Beauty coming from ugliness.  God’s shalom was coming through Satan’s scheming. 
 Jesus’ cry of dereliction points us to the sure certain reality of purpose in suffering. 
Application: 
 There always is.  And it’s always, somehow, for a deeper good.  Somehow, our social 
isolation, the tanking economy, our plans disrupted, and even the worst sort of losses will bring 
forth something good, better than what otherwise could have been.  Even if we can’t see it, even 
if we can’t imagine or believe how this could be, Jesus’ cry shows us it surely is for the believer. 
 It has to be.  Jesus is the Man of Sorrows.  And, if embraced, that will change our own. 
III.THE FELLOWSHIP IN SUFFERING 
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 So we have the answer, the purpose, and then, finally, the fellowship in suffering. 
A) What Is Not True 
1. God is distant 
What can we know isn’t true?  That God is distant.  Here we can know that He is not the divine 
watchmaker who puts it together, places it on a shelf, and steps away to let it run on its own.  
2. God does not care 
It isn’t true that God is distant.  Or that He does not care, as if He was oblivious or indifferent. 
B) What Is Clearly True 
1. We have the assurance that He knows 
No, what is clearly true is that we have the assurance that He knows.  He knows not only what 
we are struggling with but what it feels like.  Jesus knows by His own experience of suffering. 
2. We have the assurance we are not alone 
He knows.  And He is with us.  That’s the promise of the Immanuel presence, God with us.  We 
are now the temple of God, where He dwells.  So not only does He know but we are never alone. 
 Jesus’ cry of dereliction points us to the fellowship in suffering.  He knows and is with us. 
Application: 
 You are scared about the future, not knowing what tomorrow may bring.  He knows.  He 
daily relied upon His Father’s provision.  Your body is failing you, ravaged by illness or injury.  
He knows.  You’ve been misunderstood, maligned, and mocked.  He knows.  You’ve been let 
down, betrayed by people close to you, those you thought you could count on.  He’s been there.  
He knows.  You feel surrounded by people whose attitudes and foolishness in this pandemic 
weigh you down.  He’s been there.  He knows.  He gets that and can help you get through it.   
 He knows.  Jesus is the Man of Sorrows.  And, if embraced, that will change our own. 
CONCLUSION: 
 For some, the obstacle to faith in God is the philosophical “question of suffering.”  For 
others, it’s far more personal.  It’s “the pain of suffering.”  Now nothing I’ve said or could say 
will alleviate the pain you may be feeling.  There are no “Five Easy Steps to a Pain-Free Life.”   
 But, at the risk of mixing my metaphors, the load can be lessened when we can see things 
more clearly.  The Christian gospel offers a unique vision.  There is nothing else like it.  No other 
worldview offers us such a realistic hope.  Listen to these words (READ “Jesus of the Scars”): 

If we have never sought, we seek Thee now; Thine eyes burn through the dark, our only stars; 
We must have sight of thorn-pricks on Thy brow, We must have Thee, O Jesus of the Scars. 
The heavens frighten us; they are too calm; In all the universe we have no place. 
Our wounds are hurting us; where is the balm?  Lord Jesus, by Thy Scars, we claim Thy grace. 
If, when the doors are shut, Thou drawest near, Only reveal those hands, that side of Thine; 
We know to-day what wounds are, have no fear, Show us Thy Scars, we know the countersign. 
The other gods were strong; but Thou wast weak; They rode, but Thou didst stumble to a throne; 
But to our wounds only God’s wounds can speak, And not a god has wounds, but Thou alone. 

Thou alone.  Jesus of the Scars is the Man of Sorrows.  If embraced, that will change our own. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus is the Man of Sorrows. 
 (magnet) And, if embraced, that will change our own.


