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March 8, 2020 

“The Resolve of the Savior” 
Matthew 26:47-68 

FCF:  Our longing to be able to take a stand 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Jesus’ resolve for us 
 (anchor) should shape ours for Him. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 There’s something about the courageous that pulls upon us.  Think of first responders 
across middle-TN last week as they moved towards disaster.  Or Dietrich Bonhoeffer - a German 
pastor who spoke against the Nazis in Germany, stayed in the land of his birth, aided a plot to 
assassinate Adolf Hitler, and was arrested and executed in a concentration camp.  Or Rosa Parks 
- a civil rights activist who in 1955 refused to give up her seat on a bus in Montgomery, AL and 
started a mass protest which led to the end of segregation of public transport.  That was courage. 
 Such stories pull on us, and can stir questions within.  “Could I do that when called upon?  
Would I be able to take a stand?”  Jesus certainly did.  And that is well worth thinking about. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 26:47-68 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 We’re all aware of the coronavirus.  This latest global health crisis is an occasion to look 
back to the past, consulting the wisdom of others.  Let’s go to 1527.  Less than 200 years after 
the Black Death killed half the population of Europe, it re-emerged in Martin Luther’s town of 
Wittenberg and neighboring cities.  Luther wrote a letter, “Whether One May Flee from a Deadly 
Plague,” and it is instructive.  He did not encourage any reckless exposure to danger.  Rather, we 
should balance the sanctity of our own life with that of others.  That said, however, (READ CT): 

Luther argued that anyone who stands in a relationship of service to another has a vocational commitment not to flee. Those in ministry, 
he wrote, “must remain steadfast before the peril of death.” The sick and dying need a good shepherd who will strengthen and comfort 
them and administer the sacraments—lest they be denied the Eucharist before their passing. Public officials, including mayors and 
judges, are to stay and maintain civic order. Public servants, including city-sponsored physicians and police officers, must continue 
their professional duties. Even parents and guardians have vocational duties toward their children. 

Some have a duty to stay.  They need to stand their ground.  But how is such resolve possible? 
 That brings us to our text, the account of Jesus’ arrest and trial before the Jewish officials.  
It is a clear picture of His resolve - not a resolve to a cause but to a people, to us.  That resolve 
should shape our own.  Let me say that again.  Jesus’ resolve for us should shape ours for Him. 
 What do we see of Jesus’ resolve for us?  What is it that should shape our own?  Three 
things.  First, His prayer of resolve.  Second, His testing of resolve.  Third, His source of resolve. 
I. THE PRAYER OF RESOLVE 
 First, Jesus’ prayer of resolve.  For this, we have to go back to Gethsemane and listen. 
A) His Anguish 
1. Abandoned by His friends 
We need to go back and listen to His anguish.  Amidst His friends was a traitor.  And that plot 
was already in motion.  All of them would abandon Him.  And they were already showing signs. 
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2. Forsaken by His Father 
Jesus would be abandoned by His friends.  And He would be forsaken by His Father.  He was to 
drink the cup.  The just wrath of God upon our sin He would take upon Himself.  In full. 
B) His Request 
 He was in anguish over this.  And that formed His request (READ Matthew 26:39, 42). 
1. Summary 
“Father, please.  I know what I must do.  But is there another way?  Is there any other way?" 
2. Submission 
“But not what I want.  Whatever you want.  That’s what I want.  And whatever that means.” 
 We have to go back to Gethsemane.  What then follows is rooted in this prayer of resolve. 
Application: 
 This was a real wrestling match.  There was nothing feigned here.  Jesus is fully God and 
fully man.  He really prayed this way.  The anguish He felt was real.  The request was earnest.   
 What does that tell us?  When you find yourself in the midst of trial and suffering, hardly 
knowing how to pray, it really is true that we have someone who has been there and chose to face 
infinitely worse than we can ever imagine.  He was there and chose it.  And He is with us now. 
 Jesus’ resolve for us should shape ours for Him. 
II. THE TESTING OF RESOLVE 
 So then we move from the prayer of resolve to the testing of resolve - His arrest and trial. 
A) His Arrest 
 As Jesus is arrested, listen to His words, what He says to Judas, to Peter, and this crowd.  
1. To Judas 
To Judas.  Horror is heightened in the details.  He is described as “one of the twelve” and “the 
betrayer.”  Then the kiss - a customary greeting used as a signal in a plan.  The reader recoils. 
What is Jesus’ response?  (READ Matthew 26:49-50) Oh yes, they have their man.  But who is 
giving the commands?  Who is actually in control here - not only of Himself but everything else? 
2. To Peter 
Then to Peter.  The fisherman grabs his sword and lashes out.  So bravely.  And yet so foolishly. 
What is Jesus’ response?  (READ Matthew 26:52-54) “Stand down, Peter.”  This is not grounds 
for pacifism.  Jesus tells Peter not to throw the sword away but to put it away.  For the kingdom 
does not advance by force.  This is power restrained.  Force and rescue were ready but refused. 
3. To the crowd 
Then to the crowds.  Coming with swords and clubs against the Creator of metal and wood.  And 
why?  To arrest Him, to lay hands on Him, to seize Him.  God in the flesh.  If they only knew. 
So Jesus presses them (READ Matthew 26:55-56).  They had no idea what they were doing. 
B) His Trial 
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 So we see Jesus’ resolve at His arrest.  And then throughout His trial. 
1. His silence 
Note His silence, His refusal to speak (READ Matthew 26:62-63a).  Why the silence?  Besides 
fulfilling prophecy, it forced His accusers to work at this.  Why else?  There was no point.  This 
was bias and blatant injustice.  There were so many irregularities to this - a hearing in the middle 
of the night at a private residence, the false witnesses, the twisting of words.  So Jesus was silent. 
2. His answer 
That is until Caiaphas forced the issue.  After all, he needed a particular conviction, something 
the Romans would see as a capital offense.  It couldn’t just be blasphemy.  It had to be treason.  
(READ Matthew 26:63b-64) So Jesus gives His answer on His terms.  And everything hung on 
that answer.  Heaven and earth were listening.  He could have denied it.  But He pressed ahead. 
 This was the testing of Jesus’ resolve - both during His arrest and His trial.  Despite the 
obstacles, the barriers, the hell He would endure, Jesus pressed ahead.  Such was His resolve. 
Illustration: 
 Peter Jackson’s The Lord of the Rings trilogy is full of grand moments (READ quote): 

…But one that stands out is the moment in The Two Towers when the tide turns in the Battle of Helm’s Deep.  It has been a long, bloody 
night, and the orc armies of Saruman have penetrated all lines of defense.  With nowhere to go and seemingly endless enemy forces on 
their way inside, our heroes have little hope of survival.  But just at this moment—perhaps the darkest point in the whole trilogy—Gimli 
says, “The sun is rising,” and we remember Gandalf’s promised return: “Look to my coming at first light, on the fifth day.  At dawn, look 
to the east.”  The promise comes true.  

There was a sense in which Gandalf was saying, “I will return.  And nothing will stop me.” 
Application: 
 Nothing could keep Jesus from us.  He was determined - no matter how horrible or how 
hard, no matter how painful or how shameful.  He was determined to save us.  There was no wall 
too high, no barrier too great.  Such is His love for His own.  For us.  Nothing could stop Him. 
 Not then.  Not now.  That is the assurance the disciple of Jesus always has.  He may feel 
distant but He is always there.  He is with us.  We need never give up.  We need never give up. 
 Where are you tempted to give up?  Jesus’ resolve for us should shape ours for Him. 
III.THE SOURCE OF RESOLVE 
 That then takes us to the source of His resolve.  How was Jesus able to do this?  What 
sustained Him?  It’s not enough to just say, “He is God.”  The Scriptures tell us more than that. 
A) His Trust in His Father 
1. A commitment to the eternal plan 
Throughout the Gospel accounts, Jesus makes clear His trust in His Father and His commitment 
to an eternal plan.  The Father choosing a people, the Son coming to save, the Spirit applying it. 
2. A confidence in the Father’s care 
There was a commitment to the eternal plan and a confidence in the Father’s care.  A deep trust. 
B) His Zeal for His Mission 
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 Trust in His Father sustained Him.  As did zeal for His mission (READ Hebrews 12:1-2). 
1. The message of Hebrews 
The message of Hebrews is a call to hold on to faith in Christ.  Press on and persevere. 
2. Hebrews 12 
Hebrews 12 is then an encouragement to lay hold of the Savior’s zeal - His zeal for us. 
C) His Love for His People 
 Tied to Jesus’ zeal for His mission is His love for His people (READ John 10:11-15). 
1. The calling of the shepherd 
What is the call of the shepherd?  It is to guide, provide, and protect - whatever the cost. 
2. John 10 
That’s the imagery here.  Jesus is our shepherd.  Such is His love for His own, His flock. 
 This is the source of Jesus’ resolve - His trust in His Father, His zeal for His mission, and 
His love for His people.  Those are the things that sustained Him.  And they can sustain us. 
Application: 
 Dan Doriani speaks to this very thing in his commentary on this text (READ quote): 

We can stand firm in Jesus because he loved us and gave himself for us.  He planned good for us - eternal life, spiritual life we can enjoy, 
beginning now.  If the Father has given us his Son, if the Son has given us his life, surely we can trust him and stand firm in that.  Until 
then, the Spirit of Christ helps us remain loyal to him in all the trials of life. 

 Jesus’ resolve for us should shape ours for Him. 
CONCLUSION: 
 I mentioned Martin Luther earlier.  Let’s go further back (READ Polycarp account): 

Let me tell you of the martyrdom of Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna, in 155 A.D.  He had been a disciple of the Apostle John and was 
eighty-six at the time of his death.  It was a season of violent persecution.  Polycarp’s friends begged him to leave but he refused.  
Eventually, he was found, arrested, and marched into the city.  Officials met him and said (READ quotes), “Come now, where is the 
harm in just saying, ‘Caesar is Lord,’ and offering the incense, and so forth, when it will save your life?”  Their pleas fell on deaf ears 
and Polycarp was led into the arena. 
There he faced the governor, who also urged Polycarp to recant:  “Have some respect for your years…Swear an oath ‘By the Luck of 
Caesar’ - Own yourself in the wrong, and say ‘Down with the infidels!’”  Polycarp indicated with a sweep of his hands the assembled 
crowd around him and growled, “Down with the infidels!”  The governor’s patience was at an end, and he pressed him once more:  
“Take the oath, and I will let you go,” he told him.  “Revile your Christ.”  But Polycarp would not relent:  “Eighty and six years I 
have served Him, and He has done me no wrong.  How then can I blaspheme my King and Savior?” 
The governor continued threatening him with devourment by wild beasts and then being burned at the stake.  But Polycarp was 
steadfast:  “The fire you threaten me with cannot go on burning for very long; after a while it goes out.  But what you are unaware of 
are the flames of future judgment and everlasting torment which are in store for the ungodly.”  
And with that, displaying great courage and deep joy, Polycarp was chained and burned alive. 

Such stunning courage, taking a stand not just against a few but against an entire empire. 
 How could he do this?  It had to do with who he stood for and who stood with him.  It 
was the Lord Jesus who inspired, equipped, and enabled Polycarp to stand throughout his ordeal.   
 And it is the same today.  It may not come for us in an arena.  It could be in a classroom, 
at your workplace, a family gathering, an outing with friends.  You may not be called on to deny 
your faith outright.  Perhaps just compromise what you know to be true.  It creates a division, a 
dialogue within as you feel the pressure to conform, to keep from losing something you care for. 
 Whatever the case, it’s all the same.  And Jesus’ resolve for us should shape ours for Him. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Jesus’ resolve for us 
 (anchor) should shape ours for Him.


