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December 13, 2020 

“The Call to Love” 
1 John 4:14 

FCF:  Our struggle to love 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) To heed this call (to love) 
 (magnet) we must hear this message (of Christmas). 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 A “Bad Santa” was in the news last week.  Michael DeCarlo, age 4, had his holiday hopes 
dashed by a Santa Claus at an Illinois mall.  Michael had asked for a Nerf gun for Christmas.  In 
response, Santa said, “Nope, no guns.”  When pressed on what he would like instead, the boy 
began to cry.  The video of all this went viral.  Of course, it’s not easy being Santa.  Moody 
children and grumpy adults make for long days.  And this year, with all the coronavirus concerns, 
things are all the harder.  But here’s the thing.  Santa failed to be what he was supposed to be. 
 Christians do much the same.  We are to be marked by love - for God and one another.  
Yet we often fail to be what we’re supposed to be.  Our hope?  To hear the message of Christmas. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  1 John 4:7-16 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 New Testament scholars generally agree the Apostle John wrote this.  So this man had 
been with Jesus, seen the miracles, watched Him teach and engage the crowds, stood at the foot 
of the cross on Good Friday, witnessed the empty tomb, ate breakfast with the Lord by the lake a 
few days later, and served him since.  John is now an old man, reflecting back on those days.    
 His writing style is not so much linear as circular.  John repeats his themes, coming back 
to them again and again.  His main point in this letter has to do with the test of true Christianity, 
the signs of the gospel having laid hold of our hearts - marks such as faith, obedience, and love.  
All three of these show themselves in our text.  But the strongest of them here is the call to love.   
 John knows the struggle.  What counsel does he give his readers?  What instruction does 
he relay?  He points us to the deep significance of the coming of Jesus.  Why?  Christmas is 
about God’s love for us.  John takes us back there, knowing that God’s love leads to ours.  What 
John is saying is that, for us to heed this call to love, we must hear this message of Christmas.   
 And there are three things in particular about this message we need to hear.  First, the 
object of God’s love.  Second, the necessity of His love.  And, third, the initiative of His love. 
I. THE OBJECT OF HIS LOVE 
 First, the object of God’s love.  Who is it? (READ 1 John 4:14) The recipient of this 
devotion, the reason for this Christmas drama is said to be “the world”.  What does that mean? 
A) Clarity of Terms 
1. Not the created order 
Clarity of terms is important.  This is not a reference to the created order, the natural world.  To 
be clear, we are called to steward the environment.  But this passage is not a prooftext for that. 
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2. But mankind 
The “world” as John uses the term, refers to godless society, displeasing to God and under His 
just judgment (READ 1 John 2:15-16).  The world, in this sense, is in hostile opposition to God.  
B) Impatience of Love 
 Which then brings us to the impatience of love.  No, I did not misspeak there. 
1. Love is patient 
Love is indeed patient.  Truly, we can say true love waits.  It doesn’t pressure or move too fast. 
2. But not here 
So we need to say that love is patient.  But not here.  God’s love does not wait for its object to 
become worthy of His love.  Love, in that sense, is impatient and reckless.  It is not dependent 
upon anything in the object of His love.  It is completely dependent upon something in His heart. 
 That’s what it means to say that “the world” is the object of the love of God. 
Illustration: 
 This is what makes Santa’s list tracking those who have been “naughty” and “nice” such 
a problem.  “He knows if you’ve been bad or good, so be good for goodness’ sake.”  There had 
better be some mercy in that equation or we’re all getting nothing for Christmas.  Or just coal. 
Application: 
 What are the implications of this for how we are to love?  Again, how has God loved us?  
We can’t wait for others to be worthy of our love before we’ll love them.  We can’t wait for them 
to get straight on social issues or political parties.  We can’t wait for them to get cleaned up and 
to figure things out.  To love as we have been loved means our love for others must be impatient.  
It cannot be based on anything in them.  It has to be based on something in us, God’s love for us. 
 To heed this call to love, we must hear this message of Christmas. 
II. THE NECESSITY OF HIS LOVE 
 That brings us to the necessity of God’s love (READ 1 John 4:14).  Why?  What could be 
so wrong, what could be so amiss, that it would call for such a mission to send God in the flesh? 
A) Dire Situation 
 The situation is desperately dire, a combination of two irreconcilable things. 
1. Our rebellion 
First, there is our rebellion.  The Bible speaks of our sin and transgression, our foolish self-will 
and self-rule.  We have turned our back on our Creator King and committed cosmic treason. 
2. God’s holiness 
That rebellion is on a collision course with God’s holiness.  For it has to be addressed.  Given 
that He is perfect in His justice, our rebellion cannot be just ignored.  This is all implied in the 
reference to Jesus as the Savior of the world.  For if the world needs a savior, it needs saving.   
B) Great Deliverance 
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 This dire situation clearly then demands a great deliverance, something dramatic. 
1. Only solution 
And there is only one solution (READ 1 John 4:9-10).  This propitiation is an atoning sacrifice, 
Jesus’ perfect obedience and sacrificial death satisfying God’s just demands.  He was born to die.  
The manger leads to the cross where He would pay for our sins.  Why?  That we might live. 
2. Only savior 
This is the only solution.  And Jesus is the only Savior.  Note He is not described as “a” savior 
but “the” Savior of the world.  He is the only one strong enough, noble enough, to get under this 
great load and bear it away.  This dire situation took a great deliverer.  It took the Son of God. 
 He is the only One.  He is the only way.  This is the necessity of God’s love. 
Illustration: 

Perhaps you are familiar with the song, “In the Bleak Midwinter” (READ 1st stanza): 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan.  Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow.  In the bleak midwinter, long, long ago. 

Now I like winter.  But Christina Rossetti’s lyrics are not meant to conjure up cozy images of 
steaming cocoa and children playing in the snow.  This is a desolate scene – no life, no growth.  
The circumstances are bleak and barren.  Just as things would be without Jesus factored in. 
Application: 
 What are the implications of this for how we are to love?  Again, how has God loved us?  
He has met us in our greatest need, a place so desperate that, until He opens our eyes, we cannot 
even see the depth of our need.  Loving others begins with humbly reckoning with God’s love for 
us, with our great need of His love, with our great need of a Savior, with our great need of Jesus.  
Without that, we will never really know what it is to love or even begin to be able to do it. 
 To heed this call to love, we must hear this message of Christmas. 
III. THE INITIATIVE OF HIS LOVE 
 Which brings us to the third point, the initiative of God’s love (READ 1 John 4:14).  The 
Father sent His Son.  This is the third time we read this.  We’ve heard it twice already in vv.9-10. 
A) Its Definition 
 Why did He do this?  Because the love of God is the very definition of love.  We’re told 
twice in this text, in vv.8 and 16, that God is love.  Again, clarity of terms is important here. 
1. An attribute of God 
John does not say “love is God” as though this was a divine experience.  He says “God is love” 
meaning that love is an essential attribute of His character, just as goodness and righteousness. 
2. Borne out with the Incarnation 
And this love is borne out with the Incarnation.  It is the supreme example of His love.  We see 
this twice - “in this is love” - in vv.9-10.  This is the greatest model and motivation for love. 
 God has loved us in just this way.  And it was terribly costly, the greatest of gifts. 
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Illustration: 
 This is captured in O. Henry’s story, The Gift of the Magi.  It’s a tale of an impoverished 
young husband and wife and how they deal with the challenge of buying Christmas presents for 
one another.  They each have one great material asset.  She has her long hair and he has his gold 
watch, a family heirloom.  To buy him a chain for his watch, Della has her hair cut.  To buy her a 
set of ornamental combs, Jim sells his watch.  The tale is not meant as a tragedy but a story of the 
cost of love, reflected in the gifts of the Magi to Jesus.  Which is all driven by God’s love for us. 
B) Its Completion 
 This demonstration of the Father’s love for us is the very definition of love.  And John 
speaks of how that initiative of love can be brought to completion as well (READ 1 John 4:12). 
1. Evidence of God’s work 
When we love each other, this is evidence of the Spirit’s work, of the gospel having its effect. 
2. The purpose fulfilled 
But it’s more than even that.  When we love each other, God’s love for us is perfected.  All that 
He has done for us in Christ is realized, the goal is met and brought to its completion.  In those 
moments, we are in sync with God’s plan all along.  And the angels are awestruck at the sight. 
 This is what the initiative of the Father’s love is driving towards. 
Application: 
 What are the implications of this for how we are to love?  Again, how has God loved us?  
What does He have in mind for us?  The moments in which we love one another might be as rare 
as a white Christmas in Tennessee.  But even in such fleeting moments - when we lay down our 
rights, confess and forgive, give the benefit of the doubt - something sweet is happening when, 
because of God’s love for us, we love one another.  Friends, our growth in Christlikeness is cause 
for praise, for boasting.  Not in ourselves but in our loving God as His love is perfected in us. 
 To heed this call to love, we must hear this message of Christmas.  May we hear it. 
CONCLUSION: 
	 The message of Christmas really can change you.  Think of Charles Dickens’ classic A 
Christmas Carol.  Think of the ways Scrooge is described to the reader early on (READ): 

Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grind-stone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old 
sinner! Hard and sharp as flint, from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-contained, and solitary as an 
oyster. The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek, stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, 
his thin lips blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty rime was on his head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. 
He carried his own low temperature always about with him; he iced his office in the dogdays; and didn't thaw it one degree at 
Christmas.  

And think how that is borne out in his behavior - his refusal to give to charity, his rejection of the 
kindness of his nephew, and his slavish oversight of poor Bob Cratchit.  But then, of course, 
Scrooge is visited one night by the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future.  And Dickens 
clearly means for the reader to see something of a conversion here.  Scrooge is reborn (READ): 
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He went to church, and walked about the streets, and watched the people hurrying to and fro, and patted children on the head, and 
questioned beggars, and looked down into the kitchens of houses, and up to the windows, and found that everything could yield him 
pleasure. He had never dreamed that any walk that anything could give him so much happiness.  

We see the fruit of that borne out in his generosity to charity, his repentance towards his nephew, 
and his kindness to Bob and the whole Cratchit family.  Did you know this story was written in 
1843 and has never been out of print?  There have been countless movies and TV adaptions (of 
varying quality).  There’s something about this tale that resonates.  Yes, we like to hear that even 
the worst can change for the better.  And there’s something to that.  But there’s more.  Far more. 
 There is a call to love we must heed, to love the Lord and one another.  What will enable 
us to heed this call?  We must hear this message of Christmas, this message of God’s love for us. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) To heed this call (to love) 
 (magnet) we must hear this message (of Christmas). 


