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October 25, 2020 

“Revival” 
Psalm 80 

FCF:  The necessity yet ignorance of revival 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The Lord has a solution in mind - revival. 
 (anchor) That is what we should seek. 

TOPIC INTRODUCTION: 
 Why study church history?  At least a couple of reasons.  You’ve likely heard that those 
who are ignorant of past mistakes are doomed to repeat them.  That’s partly it.  But those who are 
ignorant of God’s dealings are also hindered from praising Him for yesterday and praying to Him 
for tomorrow.  Put another way, who has God shown Himself to be in the past?  The answer 
forms our view of the present and future.  For He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.   
 We’re going to be looking at “revival” - both the biblical teaching and historical witness.  
What do we have to learn on both these fronts?  And what bearing might this have for us today?  
SCRIPTURE READING:  Psalm 80 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 Bear with me as I read you a bit of cultural analysis (READ Spirit of Revival, pp.43-44): 

Now for a great while, it has been a dead and barren time without fruit in all the churches of the 
Reformation.  The showers of blessing have been restrained.  The influence of the Spirit stopped.  The 
Gospel has not had any famous success.  Conversions have been rare and dubious.  Few sons and daughters 
have been born to God.  The hearts of Christians are not as lively, warm, and refreshed under the 
ordinances of the Word and sacraments as they have been. 
The Christian faith has been in this sad state in this land for many years.  There are one or two well-known 
exceptions.  This sad state is acknowledged by all who have any spiritual awareness. 

These words are not of America in the 21st century but the American colonies in the mid-18th 
century - from William Cooper, November 1741, in the preface to a work by Jonathan Edwards. 
 That said, such men were not without hope.  Rather, they saw such times as an occasion 
to turn to the God of hope and to cry out to Him for His intervention - a revival, an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit upon God’s people.  In those days, followers of Jesus knew that such a cultural 
analysis was not cause for despair but motivation for prayer, a crying out to God for His mercy. 
 Yes, there was and is cause for concern.  And the Lord has made clear the need for us to 
pray, “Hallowed be your name.”   Meaning, “May you be glorified.  May you be trusted, obeyed, 
imitated in all things.  No more dishonor and profaning in our culture.  No more lukewarmness 
and deadness in your churches.  May you be hallowed.”  It’s a longing for a reversal.  The lesson 
from our history is that Lord has a solution in mind - revival.  That is what we should seek.    
 In that seeking, we need to consider at least two things.  First, an appreciating of revival 
and the biblical teaching.  And, second, an understanding of revival and the historical witness. 
I. APPRECIATING REVIVAL 
 First, appreciating revival and the biblical teaching.  There are three basic categories here. 
A) The Prayers 
1. The circumstances 
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The first are prayers for revival.  The typical circumstances of such prayer were the church 
finding itself weak and ineffective, her defeats revealing the discipline of the Lord upon her. 
2. The plea 
And so a plea would be lifted up.  Hear the refrain of Psalm 80 (READ Psalm 80:3, 7, 19)  
Another oft-cited example (READ Habakkuk 3:2).  In your mercy, O God, revive and restore us! 
B) The Pictures 
 Moving from the prayers, we also have pictures from the Old Testament prophets. 
1. Major 
We read from Isaiah earlier.  Such images are in other major prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 
2. Minor 
We also see this in some of the minor prophets - Joel and Zechariah (READ Zechariah 10:6-12).  
These are specific settings but point to permanent principles of the Lord’s ways in such times. 
C) The Accounts 
 Now beyond the prayers and pictures of revival, we have accounts of such awakenings. 
1. New Testament 
In the New Testament, there are several in the earlier chapters of Acts, one of which we read. 
2. Old Testament 
We see this in the Old Testament as well - in the reigns of Asa and Hezekiah, during the times of 
Ezra and Nehemiah.  And, certainly, during the reign of Josiah (READ 2 Chronicles 34:19-21).  
 The point being that the biblical teaching, the evidence for revival, shows that the Lord 
does at times move in such ways.  And that should provide us with a vibrant appreciation for this. 
Illustration: 
 Let’s go to the early part of the 19th century and the Second Great Awakening.  Hear the  
words of James McGready of stirrings in Logan County, KY at Rogues’ Harbor.  It was July 
1800 and some 8,000 people had come from as far as 100 miles.  After three days of meetings, a 
Presbyterian pastor named William McGee spoke (READ CH, “Return of the Spirit”): 

The power of God seemed to shake the whole assembly.  Towards the close of the sermon, the cries of the 
distressed arose almost as loud as his voice.  After the congregation was dismissed the solemnity increased, 
till the greater part of the multitude seemed engaged in the most solemn manner.  No person seemed to 
wish to go home—hunger and sleep seemed to affect nobody—eternal things were the vast concern.  Here 
awakening and converting work was to be found in every part of the multitude; and even some things 
strangely and wonderfully new to me.  This was just the start of something that took hold, spread, and 
lasted for several decades.

Application: 
 That may not be something you’ve thought of before.  The fire of devotion to the Lord 
can burn low not only in our individual lives but also collectively.  We know that all too well.  
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But there’s something else.  For His name’s sake, the Lord has such a commitment to us and His 
purposes that, when the time is right, He will blow on those embers to bring forth flame anew.   
 And this could happen in our day.  What does that thought stir within you even now? 
 The Lord has a solution in mind - revival.  That is what we should seek. 
II. UNDERSTANDING REVIVAL 
 Which moves us from appreciating revival to understanding it, from the biblical teaching 
itself to how we see it borne out in the historical witness - the terms, means, pattern, and results. 
A) The Terms 
 First, the terms.  What are we talking about when we say “revival”? 
1. Negatively 
Negatively, we are not talking about something that can be scheduled and organized, a focused 
evangelistic campaign.  We are not talking about the events you see advertised from time to time. 
2. Positively 
Rather, this is what Richard Lovelace described as (READ) “a work of God in which the church 
is both beautified and empowered through an intensification of the normal operations of the Holy 
Spirit.”  Or, as J.I. Packer said, revival is (READ) “God’s quickening visitation of His people, 
touching their hearts and deepening His work of grace in their lives.”  You can’t schedule this. 
B) The Means 
 What then of the means?  We can’t make it happen.  But how does it happen? 
1. A recovery of the gospel 
Three things are apparent.  First, a recovery of the gospel.  The default setting of the heart is 
works righteousness.  That has to be challenged by the radical message of Christ’s finished work. 
2. Corporate prayer 
Coupled with that is corporate prayer.  That is, a kingdom-focused sustained commitment of 
God’s people to pray - not just in private but gathered and joined together with one another. 
3. Creative measures 
With a grasp of the gospel and a passion for such prayer, there are also creative measures.  The 
earlier awakenings were driven by outdoor meetings.  That was new.  But later what we see were 
lay-led prayer meetings.  As C.S. Lewis noted, you can’t get to Narnia the same way twice.  
C) The Pattern 
 Those are the means.  But what does a revival look like?  There is a pattern worth noting. 
1. A crisis 
It often begins with a crisis.  As we see in Acts, it was religious persecution.  In Judges, it was 
foreign oppression.  In more recent history, it has been cultural decline and spiritual apostasy. 
2. A crying out 
Then comes a crying out - an acknowledgement of sin and helplessness, dependence on the Lord. 
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3. A visitation 
Then comes a visitation, a shaking and stirring as the Lord comes near.  His presence becomes 
real.  Sleepy Christians begin to wake up.  And presumptuous church members get converted. 
4. An outward impact 
That then leads to an outward impact.  God’s people become passionate about their hope.  Folks 
are drawn to the message and its transformative effect.  And the larger community is changed. 
D) The Results 
 Which takes us to the results.  What impact do such revivals have?  Jonathan Edwards, 
the great theologian of revival, after much observation and reflection, came up with these five.  
1. An elevated level of esteem for Jesus 
First, an elevated level of esteem for Jesus.  He is no longer your life coach but your Lord. 
2. An attack against Satan’s interests 
Second, an attack against Satan’s interests.  A frontal assault on the devil’s kingdom, curbing sin. 
3. A higher regard for the Scriptures 
Third, a higher regard for the Scriptures.  A turning of the people of God to the Word of God. 
4. The lifting up of sound doctrine 
Fourth, a higher regard of sound doctrine.  People become built up in the truth.  Doctrine is no 
longer foolishly disparaged as unnecessary or impractical but is truly treasured and cherished. 
5. The producing of love to God and man 
Fifth, the production of love to God and man.  Cold hearts melt, the fruit of the Spirit is evident. 
 What then are the results?  Something, as Edwards notes, that Satan would not do even if 
he could.  Revival brings a Christ-exalting, Satan-defeating, Bible-revering, truth-loving, love-
generating movement of the Holy Spirit.  And the historical witness bears this out repeatedly.   
Illustration: 
 Let me tell you of what some historians have called the “Third Great Awakening,” the 
1857 revival that began with lay-led prayer meetings in NYC and spread to cities all through the 
nation.  It had effect, not just on individuals but on the society (READ God-Sized Vision, p.93): 

The penitent owners of gambling saloons made them available for daily prayer meetings; southern grocery 
keepers rolled out their barrels, poured their contents on the ground, and “abandoned the traffic in ardent 
spirits”.  The chief of police in Atlanta, Georgia, maintained that the revival had so reduced the rate of 
crime that he could dispense with half his force; in the fourth ward of New York City many “haunts of sin 
and shame” were shut up and “hundreds” of prostitutes allegedly “rescued.” 

If we had time, we could spend the rest of the day reading accounts of such great things. 
Application: 
 So where do we go from here?  We can’t make this happen.  We have to trust the Lord of 
renewal and revival to do what He will, when and how only He knows is best.  We do not bring 
revival.  That said, we can look to the means - the gospel, prayer, and creativity.  We can look to 
the means and lay them down like wood upon the altar, praying for the flame to come down. 
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 Keep in mind that these ordinary means are extraordinarily good, no matter what comes. 
So we can set about them with hope that the Lord will bring revival through them, trusting Him. 
 The Lord has a solution in mind - revival.  That is what we should seek. 
CONCLUSION: 
 If we had time, I would tell you of movements of the Spirit in Wales, India, and Korea in 
the early 20th century, the great things that took place in East Africa in the mid-20th century, or 
some striking accounts of things in the years since.  But let me focus on this incident from the 
First Great Awakening in New England and the middle colonies during the first half of the 18th 
century.  Here is a dramatic firsthand account from Nathan Cole, a Connecticut farmer describing 
the visit of George Whitefield and its impact (READ God-Sized Vision, pp.48-49, 50): 

Then on a Sudden, in the morning about 8 or 9 of the Clock there came a messenger and said Mr Whitefield 
preached at Hartford and Weathersfield yesterday and is to preach at Middleton this morning at ten of the 
Clock, I was in my field at Work, I dropt my tool that I had in my hand and ran home to my wife telling her 
to make ready quickly to go and hear Mr Whitefield preach at Middletown, then run to my pasture for my 
horse with all my might,; fearing that I should be too late; having my horse I with my wife soon mounted 
the horse and went forward as fast as I thought the horse could bear…; all the while fearing we should be 
too late to hear the Sermon, for we had twelve miles to ride double in little more than an hour and we went 
round by the upper housen parish.   
And when we came within about half a mile or a mile of the Road that comes down from Hartford 
Weathersfield and Stepney to Middletown; on high land I saw before me a Cloud or fogg rising; I first 
thought it came from the great River, but as I came nearer the Road, I heard a noise something like a low 
rumbling thunder and presently found it was the noise of Horses feet;…every horse seemed to go with all 
his might to carry his rider to hear news from heaven for the saving of Souls… 
…And my hearing him preach, gave me a heart wound; By Gods blessing: my old Foundation was broken 
up, and I saw that my righteousness would not save me… 

Nathan Cole was giving testimony to a whole different kind of revolution in the colonies. 
 Consider this.  These were real people writing of such times.  We could get in the car and 
drive to these sites.  There is no firewall between those days and ours.  What has changed?  Jesus 
is still King.  We are still His people.  The Spirit is still at work.  And God still hears prayer. 
 The Lord has a solution in mind - revival.  That is what we should seek. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The Lord has a solution in mind - revival. 
 (anchor) That is what we should seek.


