
January 7, 2017 

“More Blessed to Give” 
Acts 20:35 

FCF:  Our struggle with the new economy of the kingdom of God 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because it is more blessed to give, 

(anchor) we must continually revisit this, seeking ways to live this out. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
Money, possessions, giving.  Why this issue on the first Sunday of a new year?  The 

kingdom of God ushers in a new economy, a new way of seeing and engaging with the world 
around us.  And at times, it sounds radical.  Some would even say absurd.  “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit.”  “Love your enemies.”  “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  “Do 
not boast in yourselves.”  “Put no confidence in the flesh.”  And also, “Give generously.” 

Those things sound radical or absurd to us because we hear them with warped ears.  In 
reality, they are the soundest words we could hear.  And we need to hear them again and again. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Acts 20:17-35 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 

The context is plain.  Paul is speaking to a group of elders from Ephesus.  Looking back 
over their years together, he then looks forward to the days ahead and gives them a final charge.  
“Shepherd well.  Be alert.  Watch over yourselves and watch out for wolves.”  He then reminds 
them of his example– a life given not to covetousness or materialism but service and generosity.  
And then, to press his point home, Paul appeals to these words of Jesus (READ Acts 20:35b).   

Again, we need to acknowledge we’ve lost our ability to hear what Jesus is saying.  We 
just don’t have the categories for this.  It’s as though our receiving antenna has been damaged 
and the signal isn’t getting through.  And so we need to come back to this again and again. 
I. THE BLESSING OF RECEIVING 

First, odd as it may sound, we need to come back to the blessing of receiving. 
A) What It Means 
1. To acknowledge some solid things 
The blessedness of receiving means to acknowledge some solid things.  It is to affirm another’s 
worth - just as Jesus did when He accepted water from the woman at the well.  It is to 
acknowledge our need of others and the interdependence of the members of the body of Christ - 
just as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12.  It is to open up possibilities for gratitude to God as we 
recognize that all we have received is His provision, that He is the One working the means, the 
desire, and the opportunity for others to give to us.  It is to acknowledge some solid things. 
2. To act on them in our lives 
And then to act on those things in our lives – willingly, readily, delightedly receiving the gift of 
counsel, time, effort, energy, or finances from another.  And to know it is blessed to do so. 
B) Why It Is Blessed 
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But why?  Why is it blessed to receive?  I’ve alluded to something of that already. 
1. True to how we’ve been made 
But for us to receive is to be true to how we’ve been made.  We are made in the image of a 
receiving God.  The Father receives praise, glory, love from the Son.  The Son receives authority 
and power from the Father.  The Spirit receives His charge from the Father and the Son.   
2. Resisting all that is a lie 
It is blessed to receive because we have been made to receive, made to then stand against the lie  
and foolish heresy of autonomy, of self-reliance, of self-dependence, and of self-sufficiency. 
 It is truly blessed, truly good, for us to receive from others and from God Himself. 
Application: 

And our ability or inability to receive reveals much about our hearts.  Some of us struggle 
with accepting help.  Perhaps out of a perceived need for independence or a fear of being under 
obligation or debt.  Some may accept the help but then still resist in simply saying “thank you.”   

Now understand, this applies both to our receiving what others or God Himself have to 
give us.  Somewhere down deep, we are insisting on an even exchange.  And that’s just pride, 
foolish arrogant pride.  A pride that gets in the way of the blessedness that comes in receiving. 
EXCURSUS: 

This is well worth reflecting on.  And vital we do so.  But, all that said, this is not actually 
the kind of “receiving” Jesus is referring to.  It is indeed blessed to receive in the sense I have 
just described.  But the word translated as “receive” here often has another connotation – that of 
amassing wealth.  So what Jesus is saying here is that “It is more blessed to give than to get, to 
pass on than to pursue, to turn loose than to take hold.”  We need to hear this again and again. 
II. THE BLESSING OF GIVING 

The incarnate Son of God is telling us that it is more blessed to “give” than to “receive.” 
A) What It Means 
1. To acknowledge some solid things 
But what does that mean?  What does it mean to give?  Again, to acknowledge some solid things.  
(READ 1 Chronicles 29:11-16) All we have is His.  We are but stewards.  (READ 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20a) We are His and not our own.  (READ Psalm 121:1-2) All we have is His.  We are His.  
And He has us.  God Himself has promised His power, provision, and protection.  And so we’re 
freed and compelled to give.  In the act of giving, we’re acknowledging some solid things. 
2. To act on them in our lives 
And acting on them in our lives, proclaiming that our hearts are captured not by the trinkets of 
this world but the treasure of our God.  So we want our wealth intersecting with His work. 
B) Why It Is Blessed 

That’s what it means to give.  This is why it’s blessed.  And deeply deeply so. 



!  3

1. True to how we’ve been made 
Something along the lines of what I said earlier about how we’ve been made.  But in this case, in 
the image and likeness of an eternally giving God.  From eternity past, each Person to the other.  
And then to us – the gift of the Son, the Spirit, the Word, one another, and so much more. 
2. Resisting all that is a lie 
So to give is more blessed than to get.  And deeply so.  It’s how we’re made.  And has the effect 
of loosening our clutching hands from our idols and stretching our shrunken faith in our God. 
 It’s truly blessed to give.  More so than to receive, more so than to take or get. 
Application: 

I said our receiving reveals something of our hearts.  So too does our giving.  The gospel 
challenges us to forego a legitimate want in order to meet a legitimate need.  It impels us to feel 
the squeeze that others might not have to feel the pinch.  Or, as C. S. Lewis put it (READ quote): 

The only safe rule is to give more than one can spare.  In other words, if our expenditures on comforts, 
luxuries and amusements, etc. are up to the standard common amount with those with the same income as 
our own, we are probably giving away too little.  There ought to be things we should like to do but cannot 
because our charities expenditure excludes them. 

All of us, every one of us, need to earnestly honestly grapple with this over the coming year. 
CONCLUSION: 

(READ Acts 20:35) Paul has to tell us to remember this.  Why?  Because it is so easy to 
forget.  This whole new economy the kingdom of God has ushered in is so hard for us to see, so 
hard for us to grasp, so hard for us to comprehend and live out.  And so Paul says, “Remember.” 

And we need to keep remembering.  The “bomb cyclone” that hit the East Coast has been 
in the news as of late.  As has the shortage of snowplow drivers in New England.  The last I 
checked, TDOT in Maine has 90 positions open, if anyone is interested.  As of now, they have 
700 drivers and need two for each plow so they can keep the rotations going.  Because, after all, 
when a blizzard comes, you have to keep treating the roads.  You have to keep salting, keep 
plowing.  You can’t stop because it doesn’t stop.  With a blizzard, the snow just keeps coming.  

My friends, we’re in a blizzard.  Not of snow and ice but of lies and half-truths.  I know 
you can’t see it.  But it’s coming down heavy out there.  And we have to keep treating the roads 
of our hearts.  We have to keep coming back to passages like this to be salted and plowed, to be 
reminded of what is true and real.  We’ve heard the gospel.  We know the kingdom of God has 
come and ushered in a new economy.  But somehow – especially when it comes to money, to this 
rubber-meets-the-road arena – we can’t believe it.  We can’t grasp it.  But it really is all His.  And 
He is that good.  We can trust Him that much and delight in giving ourselves to Him that far. 

We need to ask the Lord to repair the antenna and our ability to hear what He is saying to 
us.  It is more blessed to give.  We need to continually revisit this and seek ways to live it out. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because it is more blessed to give, 

(anchor) we must continually revisit this, seeking ways to live this out.


